Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 20/2010

To: All Approved Meat Establishments

Subject: TSE Surveillance in Ovines
Role of the Food Business Operator

The Food Business Operator (FBO) must have an up to date Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) on TSE sampling detailing their systems and procedures used to achieve compliance with the regulations. 

This SOP must be drawn up in consultation and agreement with the Official Veterinarian (VI). 

This SOP should include a description of the following elements, 

· How sheep are aged

· How streaming for slaughter by age group will occur, 

· How changes to the ratio of eligible sheep are communicated by FBO to staff working in the area

· How the correct ratio of eligible animals are chosen that ensures a random representation for scrapie testing  
· How sheep will be marked and detained until they are slaughtered and sampled, with particular emphasis being placed on all relevant aspects required to ensure the welfare of the sheep.
· Detail the specific information that must be recorded in order to assist and demonstrate that sheep are being selected randomly. 

· How to provide for random selection on days when sheep eligible for TSE testing are slaughtered but no TSE sampling is scheduled to occur if applicable.

· The records, which must be kept that, will associate carcase numbers with animal ID tags if animal id tag numbers are not on label. (So positive carcasses may be destroyed).

· How batching of product and carcases are achieved, 

· How segregation between batches is achieved, 

· How batches are identified, 

· How animal by products from tested animals are detained, 

· The procedures for the positive release of animals tested and 

· The procedures for disposal of animal by product and associated offals from the test positive animal. 

· The details of the testing laboratory used. This “Approved Laboratory must use tests accredited for detecting all known TSE’s. (Most labs have tests accredited which requires obex only to test for all known TSE’s while some lab’s accredited tests require both obex and cerebellum).

The FBO must provide prior notification to the Veterinary Office of the flock owner details for all incoming consignments of sheep. 

Identification Requirements

Under the provisions of the National Sheep Identification System (NSIS) it is the responsibility of plant management to ensure that all sheep presented for slaughter are correctly identified. It is imperative that all carcases from which samples are to be taken are correctly identified, and that the tag details correlate with the details on the accompanying Dispatch Document.  

The plant management system for ensuring that the animal identification tag number or carcase number (which can be directly correlated to the individual animals identification tag number) which is recorded on the carcase label should be subject to particular scrutiny.
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