Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 04/2010

Acceptable Levels of Antibiotics for Trade to the Russian Federation

The European Commission has circulated the following information relating to meat for export to the Russian Federation (RF).  

The table below shows levels of antibiotics permissible by the RF compared to the levels permitted in EU legislation.  Establishments exporting to the RF should note that the acceptable levels for tetracyclines are considerably lower than those allowed by EU countries.  

	Substance
	Russian definition limit
	EU MRL/ MRPL in meat

	Chloramphenicol (levomysetin)
	10 μg/kg
	Below 0,3 μg/kg (MRPL)

	Tetracyclines group
	10 μg/kg
	100 μg/kg muscle

300 μg/kg liver

600 μg/kg kidney

	Streptomycin
	500 μg/kg
	500 μg/kg muscle, fat, liver

1 000 μg/kg kidney

	Penicillin
	10 μg/kg
	25 μg/kg, 50 μg/kg or 300 μg/kg depending on the substance

	Grisin
	500 μg/kg
	no EU MRL

	Bacitracin
	20 μg/kg
	Rabbits: 150 μg/kg


Tetracycline test results will be broken down into three groups as follows:

1. Concentrations lower than 7.2 are fit for human consumption;

2. Concentrations higher than 12.8 are unfit for human consumption and subject to re-export or other use as deemed fit by the RF;

3. Concentration levels between 7.2 and 12.8 are categorised as doubtful: samples will be sent for further testing and decisions made based on those second results. 

The Russian Federation will not accept products that test above the levels specified above.
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