Trader Notice to Irish Pig Processing Industry:  21st March 2007.

RE: Russia discovers salmonella in product originating in the EU.

Your attention is drawn to a statement by the Russia’s food monitoring agency on Friday the 16th March 2006 where it states it had discovered salmonella in chicken meat imported from Germany. The Russian authorities see this as the latest violation in an ongoing dispute over meat imports from the European Union.  

In light of this development and its possible consequences for foods derived from other species the Department requests all pig processors who currently trade with or who are planning to trade  with the Russian Federation  to provide an outline of the steps they are taking to satisfy Russian requirements as regards the absence of salmonella from their products.  

In particular Traders are required to provide this Department with details of their pathogen testing programme with particular emphasis on the following:

•  The nature and frequency of the testing currently in place.

•  The type of pathogens covered by the testing programme.

•  The steps taken at plant level where non-compliant samples are found.

•  The steps taken at farm level where non-compliant samples are found.

•  Any additional safeguard measures which are employed in relation to trade with the Russian Federation.

The Department of Agriculture and Food require the trade to have a salmonella control programme in place as noted in VPN 2/2007 or to follow a specific line of testing.

Submissions made by processors should be sent, by Monday 26th March 2007, to the following address.

David Waters

Meat Hygiene Section

Department of Agriculture and Food.

Room 306

Eircom Building,

Portlaoise,

Co. Laois.

David.waters@agriculture.gov.ie
