Review of the Forestry Acts

First Bulletin of the Consultative Group

The first meeting of the Consultative Group who are helping the Department in its review of Forestry Legislation took place today (Friday 27 January) in the offices of the Department of Agriculture and Food (DAF), Johnstown Castle, Wexford.

Membership of the Consultative Group

The Group, which is representative of the principal interests in the forestry sector, is being chaired by Dr. Ronan O’Flaherty, Principal Officer, DAF.  He is assisted in this task by a back up team from the Department comprised of Philip Carr, Secretary to the Group, John Moloney, Legal Advisor and Niamh Ní Fhlaithbheartaigh, Process Facilitator.   

Membership of the Group is as follows:

John Connelly – Forest Service Inspectorate

John Cross – National Parks and Wildlife Service

John Fennessey - COFORD

Barbara Maguire – IFA

George McCarthy – IFIC (representing all industry concerns)

John McLoughlin – Tree Council of Ireland (representing NGOs)

The County and City Managers’ Association, representing the local authority interest, will also be partaking in the Group, although a representative was not available for this first meeting.

Focus of Review
The focus of the Group will be on the operational provisions of the Forestry Acts.  The principal Act under review, therefore, is the Forestry Act, 1946.    However, the review will not confine itself to simply ‘updating’ existing provisions of the 1946 Act, but instead will try to draw up a new Act which deals comprehensively with the much more diverse role that forestry plays in modern Ireland.  While it may not be possible or desirable to legislate in all areas, the Group agreed that it would seek to identify these areas first, and then judge if and how they might be addressed in a new Forestry Act.   

Proceedings of the first meeting

Presentations were given on the Legislative Process, the current provisions of the Forestry Act, 1946 and on all submissions received since the Legislative Review began.  A total of 26 submissions have been received over the years in relation to the Forestry Acts.  Each member of the Group was given a copy of all submissions received.

The group were advised of the necessity to carry out a Regulatory Impact Assessment on all legislation.  It was explained that most of their deliberations will form part of this document which must accompany the first Memorandum to Government and will be published on the website of the Department of An Taoiseach.

A target timeline was agreed by the Group.  Ideally, the Group will conclude its work within 6 months.  If this is the case, the FS will endeavour to have the Heads of a Bill ready to go to Government in the latter quarter of 2006.  It was also agreed to convene a small number of Open Sessions, attended by the Group, where they could hear directly from those who have made written submissions and where the opportunity would exist to tease out some of the issues raised in a little more detail.  (Further information on these sessions will appear in future bulletins!)

The Group will be conducting its work on a thematic basis.  This was agreed to be the best way to stimulate broad discussion about the full range of issues, rather than allowing the format of the existing Act to dictate the approach. 

The first topic for discussion at this meeting was “Definitions”.  The Group looked at the type of concepts that should be specifically defined, and others which need not necessarily.  Future meetings will examine issues surrounding Felling, Planning and Consent, Sustainable Forest Management, Forest Health and range of other topics.  

Prior to the next meeting the back up team will review forestry legislation in other countries, with a view to reporting back to the Consultative Group on what types of administrative regulation exists outside of this country.

The Group agreed to keep the public updated of their workings by placing a News Bulletin on the DAF website after each meeting.  

Finally the Group decided that the next meeting will take place on Friday, 24 February and the topic for discussion will be Felling. 

----------------------------Ends---------------------------------

