Review of the Forestry Acts

Second Bulletin of the Consultative Group

The second meeting of the Consultative Group who are helping the Department in its review of Forestry Legislation took place today (Friday 24 February) in the offices of the Department of Agriculture and Food (DAF), Johnstown Castle, Wexford.

The Group’s Chairman, Dr. Ronan O’Flaherty, welcomed Mr. Martin Dolan of the City and County Managers’ Association (CCMA) to the Group and briefly outlined the format of meetings etc. that had been agreed at the first gathering of the Group. 

Matters Arising from First meeting 

Following on from the first meeting, the Chairman advised the Group that other countries’ legislation had been obtained and would be circulated at the end of this meeting.  It is a topic that will be discussed at a future date when the Group have had time to digest the material.  Legislation obtained included UK, New Zealand, Finland, Sweden, Canada and Denmark.  The Group were also circulated with various definitions of terms, to which again, we will return at a future date.

Theme of Meeting

The theme for this meeting had been agreed in advance as ‘Felling’.  Given the magnitude of this theme, all agreed that no time limit would be placed on discussion of this topic and that it warranted more time than one meeting.  

Proceedings of the meeting
In line with the format of the first meeting, a presentation was given to the Group by the Secretary, Mr. Philip Carr. It was a two part presentation which (a) outlined the current provisions of the Forestry Act 1946 and (b) summarised by issue and contributor all comments raised in submission received on the topic of Felling.

After the first part, there was much debate about some of the current provisions of the 46 Act.  Some of the topics that received particular attention included:

· The difference between a General Felling Licence (GFL) and a Limited Felling Licence (LFL).  

· Level and applicability of Penalties in the Act

· Existence of a Panel of Referees

· Bodies exempted from Felling obligations (eg. Bord Gais, Telecommunications networks) and the vehicle whereby such exemptions had been secured.

· Role of Management/Harvesting plans in any future felling licensing regime.

In the second part of the Presentation, Mr. Carr summarised the issues raised in public consultation as follows:

1. Role of An Garda Siochana

2. Felling Licence System

3. Prosecutions and Penalties

4. Public Consultation

5. Control of Felling 

6. Exemptions

7. Environment

8. Appeals

9. Replanting Conditions

10. Miscellaneous Issues

This list, which was referenced in greater detail throughout the presentation, was used as a template from which the Group worked.  In a very productive meeting, the Group worked their way through topics numbered 1 to 5 inclusive.  Each of the issues raised in individual submissions were examined and considered by the Group.  In particular, the Felling Licence system was debated, with a number of possible new approaches floated, including direct application to the Department, licensing on the basis of forest management/harvesting plans and streamlining the licensing system into one procedure.  On the subject of Prosecutions and Penalties it was felt that some capacity should be reserved for the Minister to apply penalties directly, without the need for litigation.  It was agreed to seek legal advice on this question.  

At the end of the meeting the Group were circulated with copies of forestry legislation from other countries and were asked to consider their relevance to the Irish Forestry Sector.  Other work for the Group included reflection on all the topics raised at today’s meeting with a view to suggesting some conclusions at the next meeting.  

The next meeting of the Group will be on Tuesday, 21 March 2006.

