Review of Forestry Legislation

Eighth Bulletin of the Consultative Group

The seventh and final meeting of the Consultative Group took place on 18th October 2006 in Dublin.

Matters Arising

Arising from issues discussed at previous meetings, a system of tracking timber was discussed.  The group agreed that developments in Eastern Europe, where a timber tracking system using barcode technology is currently being used, might be useful.

There was also some discussion the legislative process of a Bill through the Houses of the Oireachtas, following on from the presentation which was given to the Group at the previous meeting.

Theme of the Meeting

The purpose of this, the final, meeting was to discuss, in general terms, the general outline of the proposed Bill.  A draft “General Scheme” of the proposed Forest Bill was circulated among the Group and the document was examined in detail.  The discussion concentrated mainly on the operational aspects of the Scheme.  A number of amendments, alterations and deletions were proposed and agreed.  

Chairman asked the Group to notify the FS any further suggestions, comments etc., preferably by e-mail, by Friday 27th October 2006.

5.
AOB

Mr. Denis Byrne, Assistant Secretary, Dept. of Agriculture & Food, attended the meeting briefly in the afternoon to pass on the Minister’s and the Department’s thanks to the Consultative Group for the time and effort they have afforded the Department in reviewing forestry legislation.

The Chairman informed the Group that the Draft Scheme of the Bill will form part of the Memorandum to Government seeking approval to draft the legislation.  The Department will also have to undertake a Screening Regulatory Impact Analysis before the Memo for Government can issue.  It is hoped that the Memo to Government will issue in the next few weeks. 
The Chairman thanked all the members of the Group for giving up their valuable time to assist the Department with this important issue.  Chairman acknowledged the significant contribution the Group has made in the preparation of the Draft Scheme of the Bill.  
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