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OBJECTIVES OF SCHEME

To encourage the maintenance of a number of separate herds of Kerry Cattle in Ireland and the creation and maintenance of a sufficient reserve of pure bred breeding stock.

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. Eligibility for participation

An applicant is eligible for participation in the scheme if:

(a)    he or she is a member of the Kerry Cattle Society Ltd;

(b)    his or her herd is located within the territory of the State and contains at least five breeding females registered in the Herd book of the Kerry Cattle Society Ltd;

(c)    all Kerry cows in the herd are served by bulls of the Kerry breed, either by natural service or artificial insemination;

(d)    all progeny of Kerry cows in the herd are submitted for birth notification or registration in the Kerry Cattle Herd Book and are registered with ICBF and the Department through the Animal Events system; and

(e)    each animal, on which premium is being applied for, was born in the applicant’s herd and is alive on the date of application.
2. Applications

(a)    Applications for participation in the scheme should be made on the prescribed application form K1.   

(b)    Incomplete application forms will be returned to the applicant and must be re-submitted to the Department when fully complete.   The date of receipt of application by the Department shall, in such cases, be the date on which the fully completed application is received by the Department.

(c)    Applications must be in respect of live calves at the date of application and applications must be submitted not later than 1 year after the date of birth of the animal.  

(d)  The closing date for receipt of applications is 31st October of each year.  

(e)    Applications received after 31st October each year will be held in the Department but will be treated as if received on the first working day of January the following year.  Such applications will be processed in accordance with the terms and conditions for the scheme applying in the following January.  

3. Documentation 

Grants will not be paid to the owner unless the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food receives, from the Kerry Cattle Society Ltd, written confirmation that the following documentation has been issued by the Society in respect of each animal applied for:

(i) in the case of female progeny, a certificate of registration 

and,

(ii) in the case of male progeny, a certificate of eligibility for registration in the Kerry Cattle Herdbook.

4. Inspections/investigations
(i) The Department may carry out any on-farm inspection and/or any investigations considered necessary to validate an application.

(ii) If, following payment, it is discovered that animal(s) applied for were ineligible for any reason or that an overpayment has occurred, the applicant must repay the amount involved to the Minister within 21 days of the date of the notification advising him/her of the amount owed.
5.        General conditions for payment

(a) The Minister reserves the right to disallow the payment of a grant in respect of any animal which he is not satisfied is the bona fide property of the applicant.

 

(b) Every applicant for entry into the scheme and every participant in this scheme, when so requested in writing on behalf of the Minister, or orally by an officer of the Minister, shall give all necessary information required for the purposes of the scheme and shall afford all reasonable and necessary assistance to officers of the Minister in connection with the collection, examination, identification or other marking of animals under the scheme.  Failure to give such information or to render such assistance may involve the exclusion of the applicant from the scheme.

(c) The Minister may accept or reject any application, vary the terms and conditions of the scheme, including the value of the grant, at any time, and may suspend or discontinue the operation of the scheme at any time.

(d) Notwithstanding the acceptance of any application for the scheme, payment will at all times be subject to the availability of funds.

6. Rate of premium

The rate of premium is  €76.18 per calf, subject to a maximum payment on 32 animals in any herd in a calendar year.   

Please note that animals listed on applications received by the Department after 31st October in any year will, for the purpose of calculating the maximum number of animals on which premium can be applied for in a calendar year, be included in the total number of animals applied for in the following year.  

As payments under de minimis rules cannot exceed €7,500 in any three-year period, payments made during 2007 and 2008 in respect of the Kerry Cattle Premium Scheme will be taken into account when determining the maximum amount payable to each applicant during 2009.

7. De Minimis aid

(a) Commission Regulation (EC) No 1535/2007 on the application of Articles 87 and 88 of the Treaty to de-minimis aid in the sector of agricultural production
 applies to payments under this scheme.   

(b) Commission Regulation (EC) No 1535/2007 permits Member States to provide small amounts of State aid to an enterprise, provided the aid complies with certain conditions specified in the Regulation.  Such aid, known as de minimis aid, can be awarded without notification to, or clearance by, the European Commission as the aid is regarded as falling outside the category of State aid prohibited by the EU Treaty since it is considered too small to significantly affect trade or competition in the common market.

(c) The total de minimis aid payable to any one enterprise, viz. in respect of a herd in the case of this scheme, shall not exceed €7,500 during any three consecutive calendar years.

(d) In accordance with the above Regulation, each applicant receiving aid under de minimis rules must be advised that the payment is being made under that Regulation.  The Department is also required to have a mechanism in place to record payment of all de minimis aid and to ensure that the combined total of all such aid to any one enterprise in any three-year period respects the €7,500 total.

For this purpose, each applicant must sign the application form and must: 

(i) tick the box on the application form to confirm that he or she did not apply for any other de minimis aid during the period stated or
(ii)
must disclose the amount of de minimis aid applied for  during that period detailing the amounts received in respect of each such scheme (on a separate sheet accompanying the application, if necessary).   
(e) The above Regulation also provides for a maximum cumulative amount of de minimis aid granted by each Member State to undertakings in the agricultural production sector over any period of three fiscal years   In the event that applications for de minimis aid exceed this ceiling in Ireland in respect of any three-year period, applicants will be notified of the consequential reduction in the amount payable in respect of their application. 

8. Data Protection Act 1988 as amended
 

Please note that applications are processed and stored by computer programme, for the purpose of administering the Kerry Cattle Premium Scheme.  Under the Data Protection Act 1988 as amended you are entitled to a copy of any information about you kept on computer and you have the right to have any errors rectified.  Details of calves claimed on are routinely circulated to ICBF for the sole purpose of verifying that the calves have been registered with ICBF.  
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