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AN ROINN TALMHAIOCHTA, IASCAIGH AGUS BIA  - DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
FISHERIES & FOOD
The D.I.Y. A.I. Licensing System

This information leaflet has been prepared to explain the legislation governing the practice of artificial insemination and trade in bovine semen in the Republic of Ireland insofar as it pertains to DIY artificial insemination. It will assist you to operate within the terms of your licence and to source bovine semen in the correct manner and through the legal distribution network of operators as licensed by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (DAFF).   
DIY A.I. Licences

DIY A.I. licences are issued under the Livestock (Artificial Insemination) Act 1947 and the Regulations made thereunder in 1948. The terms of the licence restrict the practice of DIY A.I. by licencees to cows in the herd or herds specifically quoted on the licence. Individuals can be licensed to carry out DIY artificial insemination in an immediate relative’s herd and likewise an employee can be licensed to carry out DIY A.I. in an employer’s herd. Please note that DIY A.I. licences DO NOT ALLOW individuals to provide a localised AI service to neighbouring farmers or to anyone else. Neither does the licence entitle one to store bovine embryos 

on-farm.

Possession and Storage of Bovine Semen

It is an offence to have possession of bovine semen unless it is held in accordance with a licence issued under the Livestock (Artificial Insemination) Act 1947 and the 1948 Regulations made thereunder.  The quantity of semen that can be stored at any one time by a DIY A.I. licence holder is limited by the number of straws stated on the licence.

Purchase and Distribution of Bovine Semen

Imported semen must be consigned to an EU approved Semen Collection Centre for initial storage/processing. From there and in accordance with the above A.I. legislation all bovine semen must be approved for trading before being distributed through the “Licensed Distribution Network” (See attached leaflet). This network consists of the organisations licensed to provide an A.I. Technician service as well as the semen distribution companies. The latter are licensed to distribute semen directly to DIY A.I. licence holders only. 

When purchasing semen at a semen distribution company or taking delivery via the distribution network a DIY A.I. licensee is obliged to PRODUCE HIS/HER LICENCE. Therefore licences should be kept in a safe, but accessible place. Each delivery of semen by a semen distribution company MUST be accompanied by a SEMEN DISTRIBUTION CERTIFICATE which testifies as to the origin of the semen delivered. This certificate should be retained by the licensee.

Renewal of your DIY A.I. licence

The Licensee is ultimately responsible for ensuring that the licence is kept up to date. A DIY A.I. Licence is valid for a period of five years. To amend or renew a licence you must complete a renewal application form DIY A.I.1 available on request from:

Livestock Breeding Section, 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food,

Government Buildings, Farnham Street,

Cavan. 



Telephone: 049/4368295 or 049/4368200 Ext. 473. 

Remember all bovine semen must only be sourced through the companies in the Licensed Distribution

Network set out in the attached leaflet. 
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