CENVET. 1

Duties & responsibilities of the centre veterinarian appointed to an approved semen collection or storage centre.


Relevant Legislation

1. Legislation exists governing the collection, processing and storage of semen from the bovine, porcine, ovine, caprine and equine species in Ireland. Centres where these activities are undertook must be approved under the specific legislation outlined below and must have a nominated centre veterinarian responsible for the supervision and operation of the centre. Centre veterinarians must be familiar with the respective legislation in order to carry out their duties effectively.

Irish Legislation

	Bovine 
	European Communities (Bovine Breeding) Regulations 2009, S.I. No. 19 of 2009.

	Porcine
	European Communities (Trade in Porcine Semen — Animal Health) Regulations, S.I. No. 242 of 1993  

	Equine

Ovine

Caprine
	European Communities (Trade in Animals and Animal Semen, Ova and Embryos) Regulations, S.I. No. 12 of 1996


European Legislation

	Bovine 
	Council Directive 88/407/EEC of 14 June 1988 laying down the animal health requirements applicable to intra- Community trade in and imports of deep-frozen semen of domestic animals of the bovine species



	Porcine
	Council Directive 90/429/EEC of 26 June 1990 laying down the animal health requirements applicable to intra- Community trade in and imports of semen of domestic animals of the porcine species



	Equine

Ovine

Caprine
	Council Directive 92/65/EEC of 13 July 1992 laying down animal health requirements governing trade in and imports into the Community of animals, semen, ova and embryos not subject to animal health requirements laid down in specific Community rules referred to in Annex A (I) to Directive 90/425/EEC



Biosecurity

2. The veterinary surgeon in control of an approved semen collection or semen storage centre, or any veterinary surgeon approved to act for him/her, shall take all reasonable precautions:

(a) to prevent the introduction of contagious or infectious disease into the centre or into any herd as a result of the activities carried out at the centre,

(b) to ensure that all animals at the centre are free from contagious or infectious diseases and that new animals to be added are free from such diseases,

(c) to ensure that all animals used at the centre are effectively isolated to prevent infection from other animals or poultry

(d) to ensure as far as practicable that all animals kept in proximity to the centre which might directly or indirectly be a source of infection or contagion, shall be free from any infectious or contagious disease transmissible directly or indirectly through artificial insemination.

3. He/she shall not treat animals outside the centre suffering from any form of abortion, infectious infertility or other transmissible disease.

4. He/she shall instruct those employed at the centre in precautions to prevent the introduction of disease into the centre or the spreading of disease in the course of their duties outside the centre and he/she shall take the necessary steps to ensure that the instructions are carried out.

5. He/she shall regulate the control of entry of animals and persons to the centre with a view to the prevention of the introduction of infectious or contagious disease and he/she shall, if he/she considers the circumstances so warrant, prohibit the entry of animals and of persons to the centre.

6. He/she shall ensure that no person will be employed in the centre who may have contact with infectious or contagious disease outside the centre.

7. He/she shall ensure that hay, straw, feeding stuff or any other material to be taken into the main centre or any place used in connection with the main centre, shall be from premises free from infectious or contagious disease, and that such materials stored at the main centre are protected against contamination from disease or vermin.

Supervision & Records

8. He/she shall be responsible for the collection, examination, dilution, storage and distribution of semen; shall ensure that it is free from disease or contamination and otherwise satisfactory for the purpose of fertilisation; and shall as often as may be necessary carry out such tests of the semen as may be required.

9. He/she shall take all reasonable steps to ensure that the animals kept at the centre for the purpose of artificial insemination are maintained in good health and sound condition and are fertile.

10. He/she shall ensure that the premises, utensils, apparatus and instruments are kept in good order and repair, and that sufficient spares are available.

11. When necessary or when required by the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food he/she shall carry out, or have carried out, tests for the detection of infectious or contagious diseases of animals, semen, other animal products, or other materials, kept in connection with the operation of the centre.

12. He/she shall supervise the persons employed at the centre and ensure that their duties are performed satisfactorily and expeditiously.

13. He/she shall ensure that all records required for the efficient control of the centre are properly kept and that containers, vessels, etc. are duly marked and/or labelled for identification purposes.

Official controls

14. He/she shall immediately notify, in writing, the official veterinarian in his local District Veterinary Office of any non-negative results obtained to any health check performed on an animal either in the collection or quarantine centre.

15. He/she shall have all records pertaining to the operation of the approved centre available for inspection by an official veterinarian.

16. He/she shall forward promptly to the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food such certificates, records and reports as may be required from time to time.

17. He/shall shall return information regarding possible conflicts of interest to the 

            Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food when requested.

18. The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food may grant an approval,  

            attach conditions to an approval, vary a condition, attach a new condition,  

            withdraw an approval or refuse an application.
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