GUID. 2
AN ROINN TALMHAIOCHTA, IASCAIGH AGUS BIA  - DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,

FISHERIES & FOOD

 GUIDELINES GOVERNING THE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF A BOVINE SEMEN COLLECTION CENTRE

(Source: Council Directive 88/407/EEC and S.I. No. 19 of  2009 )

A.
GENERAL

1.
The centre must be so constructed or isolated that contact with livestock outside is prevented. 

2.
The entire centre, except the offices, must be constructed so as to be readily cleaned and disinfected.

3.
It must not contain any livestock other than bovines, but animals such as dogs or cats are permitted on terms, designed to ensure that they do not present an animal health risk, to be decided by the centre veterinarian.

4.
Natural service is not permitted and female bovines may not be introduced to the centre for the purpose of artificial insemination.

B.
ANIMAL ACCOMMODATION

1.
There must be secure accommodation for the bulls, as well as for any teaser steers or cows used in the collection of semen.

2.
There must be an isolation facility for sick animals which has no direct communication with the normal accommodation.

3.
The size, layout and construction of the animal accommodation shall be subject to considerations of animal welfare and of human and animal safety.

4.
The animal accommodation must be physically separated from the semen processing and storage rooms.

5.
There must be permanent or temporary provision, preferably not on the same site, for the isolation of animals prior to their entry to the semen collection centre which if it is used in a temporary capacity must be approved, prior to each use, by the official veterinarian.

C.
SEMEN COLLECTION, PROCESSING AND STORAGE

1.
There must be a semen collection area, constructed and maintained so as to minimise any possible risk to humans or animals, with a separate room for cleaning and disinfection or sterilisation of any non-disposable equipment used in the collection of semen.

2.
There must be a semen processing laboratory with, if applicable, a separate room for cleaning and disinfection or sterilisation of any non-disposable equipment used in the processing of semen.  The processing laboratory should have a (non-opening) window overlooking the collection area and a hatch for the transfer of semen, but there should be no connecting door.

3.
There must be a separate room for semen storage which need not necessarily be on the same site.

D.
RECORD KEEPING
The records to be kept include:

(a)
the species, breed, date of birth and identification of each animal present in the centre;

(b)
all movements of animals entering and leaving the centre;

(c)
the health history and all diagnostic tests and the results thereof, all treatments and vaccinations carried out;

(d)
the dates of collection and processing of all semen produced in the centre;

(e)
the destination of all semen dispatched from the centre;

(f)
the origin, identification and number of doses of all semen stored on the centre.

E..
SUPERVISION BY THE CENTRE VETERINARIAN

1.
The semen collection centre must be under the permanent supervision of a registered veterinary surgeon approved by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 

2.
The centre veterinarian must ensure:

(a)
the operation of procedures designed to maintain the animal health status of the centre and to ensure that considerations of animal welfare are observed;

(b)
that the collection, processing and storage of semen is carried out only in the places approved for these purposes;

(c)
that all utensils coming into contact with the semen or the donor animal during collection or processing are either properly disinfected or sterilised prior to use or new, disposable and discarded after use;

(d)
that the staff are competent and have received adequate training in disinfection and hygiene techniques to prevent the spread of disease;

 (e)
that products of animal origin such as diluents, additives or extenders which are used in the processing of the semen present no animal health risk or have undergone prior processing to preclude such risks;

(f)
that in the case of frozen or chilled semen cryogenic agents are used which have not been previously been used for other products of animal origin;

(g)
that any receptacle for the storage or transport of semen is either disinfected or sterilised as appropriate prior to use or new, disposable and discarded after use;

(h)
that semen collected in approved centres is processed and stored separately from any other semen and that other semen stored in the centre has been processed only in accordance with the legislation;

(i)
-
that frozen semen is not dispatched from the centre until at least 30 days after collection,

-
that semen for use as fresh semen is not collected from any bull within 30 days of its introduction into an approved centre;

(j)
that each individual dose of semen in the centre which was produced, processed or stored in an approved semen collection centre is indelibly identified in such a way that the Member State of origin, date of collection, species, breed, identity of the donor animal and the name and/or approval code of the approved centre where the semen was collected may be readily established;

(k)
that the records required in Section D above are properly maintained.

3.
The centre veterinarian must lay down access rules for human visitors and for any dogs or cats kept in the centre.

4.
The centre veterinarian must certify to the official veterinarian any animal health information which may be required for export certification and of which the official veterinarian does not have personal knowledge.

F.
OFFICIAL SUPERVISION

1.
The official veterinarian is the Superintending Veterinary Inspector in the District Veterinary Office responsible for the area or any Veterinary Inspector designated by him/her.

2.
   The official veterinarian is responsible for certification of all semen for export.

3.      The centre will be inspected by the official veterinarian at least twice a year to assess all matters relating to the conditions of approval and supervision;

G.
ADMISSION OF ANIMALS

1.
Animals may be admitted to the centre only if they comply with the legislation and if they have passed the required tests during the pre-isolation and the isolation period immediately prior to entry or if they have been transported directly under conditions of the strictest hygiene and with the specific approval of the official veterinarian from another approved semen collection centre.  However:

-
pre-isolation testing may be carried out on the isolation premises but in this case the isolation period of 30 days may start only when all the animals on the premises have given a negative result to all the tests required during pre-isolation,

-
in the case of failure of any animal to give a negative result to any test during the isolation period, it must be removed and following its removal the isolation period of 30 days must re-start for any other animal which shared the same air-space,

-
the 30-day isolation period for all animals on an isolation premises is considered to start at the time of arrival of the last animal to be introduced to the premises.

2.
With the approval of the official veterinarian, a semen collection centre which contains no livestock may be used as the isolation premises for the first intake of animals and becomes a semen collection centre when it contains only animals which have successfully completed the 30-day isolation period and all the required tests.

H.
MAINTENANCE OF ANIMALS

All animals on the centre must be maintained in accordance with the provisions of Community and national legislation and with the best principles of animal welfare.

I.      APPROVAL OF A CENTRE

       
       The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food may grant an approval, attach conditions to an approval,      

        vary a condition, attach a new condition, withdraw an approval or refuse an application.     

J.    NOTIFICATION OF CHANGES IN SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL, SUPPLY OF   

        SEMEN/EMBRYOS OR STRUCTURAL CHANGES TO THE CENTRE
        Changes in supervisory personnel, supply of semen/embryos or structural changes to the    

        centre  must be notified in advance to the  Minister for Agriculture , Fisheries and Food.
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