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AN ROINN TALMHAIOCHTA, IASCAIGH AGUS BIA  - DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,

FISHERIES & FOOD
GUIDELINES FOR DIY A.I. LICENCE HOLDERS

The practice of AI is governed by the 1947 Livestock (Artificial Insemination) Act and the Regulations made thereunder in 1948. Under this legislation a licence is required to practice artificial insemination of bovines and to distribute semen. The trading of bovine semen is governed by Statutory Instrument No. 19 of 2009 titled European Communities (Bovine Breeding) Regulations 2009. Under these Regulations all bovine semen must be collected and processed in an Approved Semen Collection Centre before being approved for trading and distributed only through the “Licensed Distribution Network” (see attached list).

The following list of Do’s and Don’ts will assist you to carry out DIY A.I. in accordance with the above legislation and within the terms of your licence. The sourcing of your bovine semen in the correct manner through the legal distribution network of operators as licensed by the Department is important from a semen quality and disease control point of view.   
Do’s

· Keep your licence in a safe place.

· Produce your licence when purchasing semen at a Semen Collection Centre or taking delivery via the distribution network (see attached list).

· Ensure that the quantity of bovine semen in your flask at any one time does not exceed the maximum quantity stated on your licence. It is an offence to have possession of bovine semen unless it is held in accordance with a licence.

· Ensure that you receive a Semen Distribution Certificate with each delivery of bovine semen to your farm by a licensed distribution company.  This certificate is issued by the Semen Collection Centre storing the semen and is certification as to the health status and origin of the semen delivered.

· Accept semen deliveries made through the Licensed Semen Distribution Network only.

· Ensure that your licence is kept up to date.  Renewal application forms are available on request from Livestock Breeding Section, the A.I. companies or on the Department’s website www.agriculture.gov.ie.

Don’ts

· Do not provide a localised AI service to either your neighbouring or any other farmers.

The practice of AI by you is restricted to the cows in the herd(s) specifically quoted on your DIY AI licence.

· Do not store bovine embryos on your farm. The above 2009 Regulations require that bovine embryos be stored with an approved Ova/Embryo Collection /Production Team or Semen Collection Centre. Your DIY A.I. Licence does not cover you to store embryos. 

Issued by:

Livestock Breeding Section

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Government Buildings 

Farnham Street

Cavan.
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