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On-Farm Collection of Bovine Semen Protocol

The on-farm collection of bovine semen is governed by Statutory Instrument No. 19 of 2009, titled European Communities (Bovine Breeding) Regulations 2009. This Statutory Instrument applies equally to domestic and Inter-Community trade in bovine semen.

Who can carry out On-Farm Collection?
The on-farm collection of bovine semen can only be carried out by an *Approved Semen Collection Centre.

Processing of On-Farm Collected Semen

Regulation 6 (5) of Statutory Instrument No. 19 specifies that bovine semen collected on farm must be processed in an approved semen collection centre. 

Health Status of Donor Bull

The bull to be collected on-farm must undergo the following animal health tests: 

(a) Tuberculosis, (b) Johnes, (c) Brucellosis, (d) IBR (Blood), (e) EBL (Agargel Test),

(f) B.V.D. (Bovine Viral Diarrhoea) – Virus isolation test and serological antibody tests and in each case satisfy veterinary requirements. These tests should be carried out in the 28day period prior to the collection of semen.

Storage of On-Farm Collected Semen

The Regulations provide that bovine semen can only be stored in an *Approved Semen Collection Centre or by a holder of a DIY AI Licence issued in accordance with Section 7 of the Live Stock (Artificial Insemination) Act 1947.  DIY AI licences limit the licensee to a maximum of 2.5 straws per breeding female in the herd concerned. 

Therefore applicants for on-farm collection must have a DIY AI licence to store semen and they can only store a quantity of semen (collected on-farm or otherwise) to a maximum allowed by their DIY AI licence.  Where an applicant does not have a 

DIY AI licence the semen collected on-farm must be stored in an *approved centre and released only for use in his herd to a Licensed AI company inseminator.

Approval of Semen

Semen from untested breeding animals may be approved for Special Breeding Purposes subject to certain limits depending on where the semen was collected. Semen approved for Special Breeding Purposes collected On-Farm (subject to the terms and conditions of this On-Farm Collection Protocol) is subject to a limit of 2.5 straws per breeding female per herd per annum (i.e. the same as the limit for DIY A.I. licences).  In the case of On-Farm collections it is also necessary to complete an OFC-1 form each time semen is to be collected from the bull (this form is available from Livestock Breeding Section, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Government Buildings, Farnham Street Cavan). Semen approved for Special Breeding purposes that is imported or collected in an *approved semen collection centre in Ireland is subject to an overall limit of 300 straws per bull with no limit on the number of straws used in any one herd. Semen from a bull may be approved for Special Breeding Purposes for genetic conservation, minor breeds, research or other within herd use.

To apply for approval of the semen for Special Breeding Purposes, applicants must complete application form AEU1 which can be obtained from:  

ICBF, 
Highfield House, 
Shinagh, 
Bandon, 
Co. Cork, 
Ireland
Telephone: +353 (023) 8820222
Fax: (023) 8820229
Email: query@icbf.com
Use of On-Farm Collected Semen

Semen collected on-farm, can only be used in the herd of origin.  This class of semen will not be eligible for either domestic or Inter-Community trade.

Marking of straws and AI database reference numbers

Database reference numbers for semen collected on-farm will be issued under the Special Breeding Purposes Category.

As with all semen processed in *Approved Semen Collection Centres the semen straws must be marked in accordance with the requirements of Council Directive 88/407/EEC of 14 June 1988 and should additionally be identified with the wording ‘on-farm collection – not to be traded’

Procedure

The following procedure for on-farm collection will applies;

1. The herdowner will apply to Livestock Breeding Section (LBS), Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food for collection from the bull on-farm on Form OFC-1 specially drafted for this purpose.  Copies of these forms are available from

Livestock Breeding Section,

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food

Government Buildings, 

Farnham Street, Cavan. Tel 049-4368297 Fax No: 049 4361486

Livestock Breeding Section will circulate a copy of this Protocol to: 

· The herdowner.

· The PVP carrying out the health tests.

· The DVO responsible for the herd.

· The nominated A.I. centre.

2. Livestock Breeding Section (LBS) will notify the DVO to carry out a check on the herd health status.

3. LBS will notify the herdowner to arrange with his/her Private Veterinary Practitioner for the necessary health tests. 

4. LBS will notify the DVO requesting the herd health status of the proposed donor(s).

5. The herdowner will be notified that the District Veterinary Office has been requested to organise the health tests.

6. The DVO will complete herd health status certificate and return to LBS, the PVP and the centre veterinarian of the AI centre.

7. LBS will notify the AI company of the approval of the collection and the AI database reference number to be used.  Within two weeks of completion the company is required to report on Form OFC-3 to LBS the results of the collection and where the semen is stored.

8. An application form is required for each collection, even if the bull to be used was collected from before.



* ‘Approved’ means approved by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
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