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Ministerial Foreword

“w

| am pleased to launch my Department’s “Schemes and
Services 2008" publication which provides a
comprehensive outline of the services available to the
farming, fishing and wider rural communities.

The agri-food and fishing sectors are among the most
important and successful indigenous manufacturing
sectors in this country. In 2007, in the face of stiff
international competition, the export of Irish food
products, including fish, exceeded €8 million for the first
time. This is a strong indicator of how the productivity
and capability of the farming and the food processing
sector has changed and a benchmark on how well it is
meeting the demands of the increasingly sophisticated
international food market. The strengthening of global
food commodities augers well for the continuing success
of our food exports, particularly with the changing
international food environment having such potential for
a food exporting nation.

The Department and its State Agencies work in tandem
with these sectors in providing a comprehensive range of
supports, schemes and services tailored to meet their needs.
In 2007, the Department made payments totalling €1.6
billion to farmers under various schemes. In excess of €1.1
billion was paid to farmers under the Single Payment
Scheme a further €250 million was paid under the
Disadvantaged Areas Scheme and €311 million under REPS.

Almost half of all payments under the 2007 Single
Payment Scheme were paid directly into farmers’ bank
accounts. Under current European Commission
requirements, from mid October 2008 all payments to
farmers must be made to a bank account and payment by
cheque will no longer be allowed. Farmers have been
advised of this requirement and | would urge that bank
account details be provided on the relevant authorisation
form to my Department.

Online applications for the Single Payment Scheme were
introduced for the first time in 2007. The application form
has been further enhanced and made more user friendly
for 2008. For full details of this and the other online
services provided by my Department please visit
www.agfood.ie

Mary Coughlan, T.D.,
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
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The Animal Welfare Recording and Breeding Scheme for
Suckler Herds was introduced in 2007. The scheme, which
is 100% exchequer funded, will deliver some €235
million to suckler farmers over the next five years. The
Scheme will assist producers in meeting consumer
demands for high levels of animal welfare and quality
beef production as well as securing the supply base for
the beef industry.

REPS 4 was approved by the EU in late July 2007 as part
of Ireland’s Rural Development Programme 2007-2013.
Funding of some €3 billion has been provided for the
Scheme up to 2013 and €1.6 billion of this amount is
coming from the National Exchequer — almost double the
national provision to 2006. REPS not alone provides for
protection for the countryside, but will ensure that that
primary agricultural production is carried out in a
sustainable and environmentally-friendly manner.

Finally, | welcome the Government decision in September
2007 to establish the new Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food. Integrating responsibility for seafood
creates new opportunities to drive forward the
development of the sea fisheries and aquaculture industries
in tandem with the renewed emphasis on the development
of the food industry generally, through the injection of
fresh thinking from other sectors of the food industry and
through new product and market development.

iy Eae

Mary Coughlan, TD
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

John Browne, T.D,,
Minister of State
(with responsibility for Sea Fisheries)

Mary Wallace T.D.,
Minister of State
(with responsibility for Forestry)

Trevor Sargent, T.D.,
Minister of State
(with responsibility for Food and Horticulture)
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1. GENERAL INFORMATION

DEPARTMENT WEBSITE

“For immediate access to all that is happening in Agriculture, Fisheries and Food”
Visit our website at www.agriculture.gov.ie
For information on

Schemes and Services of the Department;
Press Releases and Speeches;

Information Notes on current issues;
Contact numbers for Department Offices;
Publications.

You can e-mail queries to info@agriculture.gov.ie

ONLINE SERVICES

The Department has a number of electronic Services available to clients at present which can be

accessed via it's website at www.agriculture.gov.ie or www.agfood.ie. These include:

M SPS/ iMap- provides access to your Single Payment Scheme (SPS)/Area Aid application
information including:

- Online SPS application;
- Summary Application Details, Parcel Details and Arable Payment enquiry;

- Document enquiry showing scanned images of your SPS/Area Aid correspondence with
the Department, all of which may be printed;

- Colour mapping for your land parcels, which also may be printed.

B AIM - provides access to the Animal Identification and Movement system, all of which are
available using mobile phone technology, including:

- Calf Birth Registration facility, which allows you to register the birth of a calf online;

- Herd Profile Enquiry, which allows you to view details of animals in your herd on
CMMS, as well as movements in and out of the herd;

- Compliance Certificate facility, which allows you to apply online for a CMMS
compliance certificate, which is required for certain animal movements.

The Department strongly encourages its clients to register on its web site (www.agriculture.gov.ie
or www.agfood.ie ) for existing and future services by clicking on the agfood Online Services icon
and following the simple instructions. Farmers can also contact the agfood Online Services
Helpdesk (lo-call number 1890 252 118) to register over the phone or to obtain a paper
application. You will receive a PAC (Personal Access Code) and password, for secure interaction
with the Department. Once a client has registered for Online Services, then they will have access
to all new facilities introduced by the Department that are applicable to their enterprise.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES & FOOD



CUSTOMER SERVICE

The quality of service provided to all our customers is a priority of the Department, and we are
constantly seeking ways to improve the efficiency and standards of delivery.

To this end we have in place a Customer Charter and Customer Service Action Plan, both of which
will be updated during 2008. The Charter gives commitments to the customer as to the level and
standard of service that can be expected in his/her dealings with the Department. The Customer
Service Action Plan expands on these commitments, setting out how they are to be delivered and
monitored by the Department. Consultation with and feedback from our clients is vital in helping
us to improve our service delivery in every possible way.

QUALITY SERVICE UNIT

The Quality Service Unit, headed by a Quality Service Officer, is responsible for monitoring
progress under the Customer Service Action Plan and Customer Charter, as well as co-ordinating
action on further improvements in the delivery of services by the Department to its customers.

As a user of our services, you are ideally placed to give us the benefit of your experiences and to
assist us in getting an accurate picture of the quality of our services and to identify areas requiring
improvement so that the Department continues to meet with your changing needs. If you have
any comment, positive or negative, about the services you have received and/or if you have any
suggestions on how the service can be improved, the Quality Service Officer would like to hear
from you.

A Customer Comment Card is available from all Department offices and directly from the Quality
Service Unit.

COMPLAINTS

If you are unhappy with the service that you receive, you can avail of the Department’s Customer
Complaints Procedure by referring the matter to the Quality Service Officer who will have it fully
and impartially investigated. Complaints may be made in person, in writing, by telephone and

by email.

Copies of the latest Customer Service Action Plan, the Customer Charter and a leaflet explaining
the Customer Complaints Procedure are available from all Department offices or direct from the
Quality Service Unit at the address below, or by accessing the Department’s website
www.agriculture.gov.ie

Further information is available from the Quality Service Unit, Corporate Affairs Division,
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Pavilion B, Grattan Business Centre, Dublin Road,
Portlaoise, Co. Laois. Tel: 057 8694330, Fax 057 8694381 or e-mail:
qualityserviceunit@agriculture.gov.ie
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CHARTER OF RIGHTS FOR FARMERS

The Charter of Rights for Farmers 2005/2007 was agreed following discussions with the
farming organisations. It will remain in place until a new Charter of Rights is agreed during 2008.

The Charter sets out specific delivery targets to our farmer customers and covers the following
services:

Single Payment Scheme;

Disadvantaged Areas Compensatory Allowance Scheme;
Farm Waste Management Scheme;

Dairy Hygiene Scheme;

Alternative Enterprise Scheme;

Young Farmers’ Installation Aid Scheme;

Pig Welfare Scheme;

Scheme of Early Retirement from Farming;

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS);
Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme;

ERAD and other Animal Health Payment Schemes.

The Charter continues our commitment to the 12 Quality Customer Service principles set out in
our Customer Service Action Plan and Charter. Progress under the Charter is monitored by a
review committee, which meets regularly under an independent chairman. The committee is
composed of representatives of farm organisations and Department staff.

Further information regarding the Charter of Rights for Farmers can be obtained from Quality
Service Unit, Corporate Affairs Division, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Pavilion B,
Grattan Business Centre, Dublin Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois. Tel: 057 8694330. Copies of the
Charter are available at all the Department’s offices.

FARMER'S ANNUAL PAYMENT STATEMENT

In line with the Department’s commitment in the Customer Action Plan to provide clear and
accurate information, an Annual Payment Statement issues to all farmer clients who have received
payments from the Department. The statement is a composite list of all payments issued to

(and debts recovered from) a farmer in any given calendar year by the Department. The Annual
Payment Statement for 2007, giving details of all payments and recoveries made in 2007, was
issued in February 2008.

DIRECT CREDIT PAYMENTS

The Department now issues a large number of payments to farmers by Direct Credit. Under this
payment method money is electronically forwarded directly to the farmer’s nominated bank
account. At the same time a remittance advice issues by post to the farmer with confirmation of
the payment and details of the transaction.

Under current EU Commission requirements, from mid October 2008, all payments to farmers
must be made to a bank account and payment by cheque will no longer be allowed. Farmers have
been advised of this requirement and are requested to forward their bank account details on the
relevant authorisation form to the Department.

Apart from the EU Commission requirement, payment by Direct Credit is a convenient and cost
effective payment option for a number of reasons:

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES & FOOD



SAVES TIME/MORE CONVENIENT;

Time spent going to the bank and queuing to cash or lodge cheques is avoided.

QUICKER PAYMENT METHOD;

Through this system accounts are credited more quickly. Under the Direct Credit payment
method, money is transferred straight into the nominated account.

MORE SECURE;

Credit payments to bank accounts eliminate the possibility of loss or theft of cheques and the
effort and delay involved in seeking replacements.

NOTIFICATION OF PAYMENTS STILL ISSUED;

Lodgements to accounts are notified to the farmer by post with a remittance advice containing
full details of the transaction.

Further information and authorisation forms for this payment method may be obtained from Direct
Credit, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, Farnham Street, Cavan. Tel: 049 4368283

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT

The Freedom of Information (FOI) Acts 1997 and 2003 provide that every person has the right to
seek access to personal information held on them by public bodies regardless of when the records
were created and to other records created after 21 April 1998.

Under the Act every person has a right to:
B Seek access to records held by the Department;

B Seek to correct personal information relating to oneself held by the Department, where it is
inaccurate, incomplete or misleading;

B Be given reasons for decisions made by the Department where such decisions directly affect
the individual involved.

When making an FOI application it is important to note that:

B The application must be in writing and must indicate that the information is sought under the
Freedom of Information Act;

B The request must provide sufficient detail to enable the records sought to be identified. If you
have difficulty in identifying the precise records you require, staff will assist you in preparing
your request;

B If you are seeking personal information, some form of identification, e.g. copy of driver's
licence, passport, etc. should accompany your application;

B Where information is desired in a particular format i.e. photocopy, computer disk, etc. this
should be outlined in your application, your preference will be accommodated insofar as is
reasonably possible.
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Remember that the records you require may already be publicly available.
If so, there is no need to make a formal FOI application.

In most cases, the Department must give its decision on a request within four weeks
(20 working days) of receiving it. Where third party consultation is involved, an additional three
weeks is provided for.

There is no charge for requesting personal information. With effect from 7 July 2003, there are
up-front fees for requests for non-personal information. The current standard fee for an initial
request for non-personal information is €15. A reduced fee of €10 applies to requesters who
hold a medical card.

Further information is available from: Freedom of Information Unit, Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, Pavilion B, Grattan Business Centre, Dublin Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
Tel: 057 8694327, Fax: 057 8694381; e-mail: foi@agriculture.gov.ie

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN/
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME, 2007-2013

The agri-food and fisheries elements under various sub-programmes of the National Development
Plan (NDP) will account for some €9.3 billion of public expenditure (€8.7bn for agri-food and
€583m for fisheries). Of the €8.7bn an amount of €5.78bn is allocated to the rural development
programme (RDP). The bulk of the NDP funding is earmarked for agriculture and food
development under four sub-programmes addressing competitiveness (€1.7bn), the environment
(€6bn), the food industry (€289m) and agri-food research (€641m). On fishery issues a total of
€583 million has been allocated for marine research, coastal protection, development of the
seafood sector (seafood processing and marketing, training, aquaculture) and development of the
fisheries coastal infrastructure (piers and harbours).The recommendations of the Agri-Vision 2015
Action Plan are reflected in the support measures under the NDP.

The RDP has an allocation of €5.78bn of which €2.3bn will be met from the European Agriculture
Fund for Rural Development in the implementation of Ireland’s Rural Development Programme
2007-2013 (RDP). The RDP addresses three priorities — competitiveness, the environment and the
wider rural economy.

Under competitiveness there is increased funding available for Early Retirement, Farm Investment
and Installation Aid. Funding has been substantially increased for the Rural Environment Protection
Scheme (REPS 4), Natura 2000 and the Disadvantaged Areas Scheme. A range of measures are
included in the RDP to foster the development of rural areas and contribute to the quality of life
in these areas. The wider rural economy support measures are administered the Department of
Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (see chapter 14 for further information).

In addition to the RDP there are other Agriculture, Fisheries and Food support measures under the
NDP, which are fully funded from the national exchequer. These include On Farm Investment
under the competitiveness programme and an Animal Welfare Suckler Scheme under the
environmental programme. Forestry measures are fully funded by the national exchequer under
the NDP (see chapter 5 for further information on Forestry).

The NDP Food Programme will provide investment in capital infrastructure and marketing.
The Agri-food Research Sub-programme of the NDP will provide scientific support for a modern,
innovative and knowledge driven sector (see chapter 12 for further information).
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AGRICULTURE APPEALS OFFICE

The Agriculture Appeals Office is an agency that provides an appeals service to farmers who are
dissatisfied with decisions of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food regarding their
entitlements under certain schemes.

SOME OF THE FEATURES OF THE OFFICE

B Appeals Officers are independent in the performance of their functions;

B Appeals must be lodged within 3 months of the Department’s decision. Every appeal must
be made in writing and must contain a statement of the facts and contentions upon which
the appellant intends to rely;

B Each case is assigned to an individual Appeals Officer who considers all the evidence and then
makes a determination. A comprehensive decision letter issues to both the appellant and the
Department;

B An appellant has the right to an oral hearing, to be held at a neutral venue convenient to the
appellant. Oral hearings are held in private and are as informal as possible. An appellant can
bring someone to represent him/her at the oral hearing and the Department also has a
representative at the hearing.

The Office deals with appeals under a range of schemes including the following:
Single Payment Scheme;

Disadvantaged Areas Compensatory Allowances Scheme;

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS);

Early Retirement Scheme;

Organic Farming;

On-Farm Investment Schemes (including Farm Waste Management, Improvement in Dairy
Hygiene Standards and Alternative Enterprises);

B Farm Improvement Programme (including Horticulture);
B Installation Aid;
B Non-valuation aspects of the TB and Brucellosis Eradication Schemes.

The Agriculture Appeals Office ‘'Information Note and Notice of Appeal’ form is available from
local offices of the Department, from the Office itself, or on the Office’s website,
www.agriappeals.gov.ie which contains other information about the Office.

For further information contact the Agriculture Appeals Office, Kilminchy Court, Portlaoise,
Co. Laois.

Lo-Call: 1890 671671 or Tel: 057 8667167, Fax: 057 8667177

email: appeals.office@agriculture.gov.ie website: www.agriappeals.gov.ie
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CONSUMER LIAISON PANEL

The Consumer Liaison Panel was established to strengthen communication between the
consumer and the Department. The view of the consumer is vital to the future of a progressive
multi-functional agriculture industry, encompassing not alone the basic function of food
production but food safety, food quality, environmental and animal welfare issues. In this
context the Panel, representative of general consumers, was set up to:

M Liaise on general consumer and client based issues in relation to the activities of the
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food;

B Comment on the flow of information both to and from the public.

The Panel meets on a regular basis to provide input and feedback from the consumers’
perspective to the Department and also to be briefed on the Department’s activities.

Consumers wishing to communicate with the Panel can do so by contacting the Consumer Liaison
Panel Secretariat, c/o Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Agriculture House (6E),
Kildare Street, Dublin 2, Tel. 01-6072569, Fax. 01-6621165 or by e-mail to
consumer@agriculture.gov.ie

FOOD SAFETY LIAISON

The production of food to the highest possible standards of safety within sustainable farming
systems is one of the major goals of the Department. These high standards are achieved through a
wide range of actions:

B The enforcement of strict regulatory standards regarding registration, identification and
labelling, farm inputs, animal health, animal welfare, veterinary hygiene, animal remedies, plant
health and pesticides;

B The enforcement of EU and national rules relating to transport, marketing centres, processing
plants, storage and distribution operations;

B The control of imports and exports of animals and plants and their products;

B The research and surveillance of animal and food borne pathogens carried out in the
Department’s veterinary research laboratories, dairy science laboratories, pesticide laboratory
and approved private laboratories;

B Close co-operation with other Government Agencies on food safety issues;

B The provision of grants to food companies, state agencies and research institutions in the area
of food safety.

The Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) is the national body with overall responsibility under
the 1998 FSAIl Act for the enforcement of all food safety legislation relating to processing and
distribution. It is a statutory, independent, science based agency dedicated to protecting public
health and consumer interests in the area of food safety and hygiene. The FSAI carries out its
remit through service contracts with a number of government agencies. The Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food has service contracts with the FSAl in meat hygiene, milk and milk
products, egg and egg products, pesticide control, border inspection posts, the residue monitoring
programme, the zoonoses directive and food labelling. The FSAI can be contacted at 01 8171300
or by visiting their website at www.fsai.ie.
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The Department also co-operates with the Food Safety Promotion Board (FSPB, also known as
Safefood) in the delivery of its remit. The mission of the FSPB, which was established under the
Good Friday Agreement, is to foster and maintain confidence in the food supply in the island of
Ireland, by working in partnership with others to protect and improve the public’s health.

For further information, you can contact the Food Safety Liaison Division, Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Kildare Street, Dublin 2. Tel: 01 6072443 or 01 6072046
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2. SUPPORT PAYMENTS FOR FARMERS

SINGLE PAYMENT SCHEME

The Single Payment Scheme was introduced in Ireland on 1 January 2005.

ELIGIBILITY

In general, the Single Payment Scheme is applicable to farmers who actively farmed
during the reference years 2000, 2001 and 2002, who were paid Livestock Premia
and/or Arable Aid in one or more of those years and who continued to farm in 2005.

The gross Single Payment is based on the average number of animals and/or the average
number of hectares (in the case of Arable Aid) on which payments were made in the three
reference years.

SINGLE PAYMENT SCHEME 2007

The closing date for receipt of applications under the 2007 Single Payment Scheme was
15 May 2007.

ONLINE APPLICATIONS

An on-line application facility was offered to farmers for the first time in 2007. Farmers may apply
directly once registered for online services with the Department or have an authorised agriculture
agent to apply on their behalf (see details of Online Services provided by the Department

at Chapter 1).

Agriculture Agents must be suitably qualified planners/advisors/consultants with recognised
experience in completing significant application forms on behalf of farmers and be registered with
the Department for the purpose of submitting online Single Payment Scheme applications.

DAIRY PREMIUM

A new Dairy Premium was introduced in 2004. It was coupled to milk production in 2004 (based
on milk quota held at 31 March 2004), but was decoupled from milk production in 2005 (based
on milk quota held on 31 March 2005) and, where appropriate, added to any existing entitlements
established under the Single Payment Scheme.

The general rules that apply for eligibility to the decoupled Dairy Premium in 2005 are that a
farmer must (a) hold a milk quota on 31 March 2005, unless permission has been granted to
temporarily lease it on the grounds of force majeure/exceptional circumstances and (b) have
delivered milk produced on his/her holding during the 2004/2005 milk quota year or prior to 15
May 2005.

PROTEIN CROP PREMIUM

A supplementary premium payment of €55.57 per hectare will be made to applicants who declare
proteins on their Single Payment Application form.
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AID FOR ENERGY CROPS

Aid for energy crops at the rate of €45 per hectare will be made to applicants who declare energy
crops on their Single Payment Application form and have submitted the relevant contract or letter
of undertaking within the necessary timeframe.

A Maximum Guaranteed Area (MGA) in the European Union for Energy Crops, for which aid may
be granted, has been established at 2 million hectares. Where the area for which aid is claimed
exceeds this MGA, the rate at which the aid will be paid shall be reduced proportionately for the
year in question.

Applicants under the Energy Crops and Non Food Setaside Schemes should obtain the full terms
and conditions of these schemes by contacting the Energy Crops Section, Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Old Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois,

Tel. 057 8678701 and 057 8678709 or via email at energycrops@agriculture.gov.ie

NATIONAL ENERGY PREMIUM

A top up of €80 per hectare, funded by the National Exchequer, may be paid in addition to the
Energy Crops Scheme. This top up will be subject to a maximum ceiling of 37.5 hectares over any
consecutive 3-year period in which the application for funding is made. This additional payment
applies from the 2007 Scheme year onwards.

SUGAR BEET COMPENSATION

The EU Council of Ministers agreed on the reform of the Sugar Regime in late 2005, following
which the Regulations governing the incorporation of the sugar beet compensation into the Single
Payment Scheme were adopted. Following consultation, the Minister decided that the
Entitlements would be calculated on the basis of the average contracted quantity an individual
had with Irish Sugar Limited in the 2001, 2002 and 2004 Reference Period. The compensation
payable to farmers arising from the Sugar Regime was incorporated in the Single Payment Scheme
with effect from 2006.

SINGLE PAYMENT APPLICATION

Submission of a Single Payment application is a requirement from farmers applying in 2008 for
any of the following schemes:

Disadvantaged Areas Compensatory Allowance Scheme;
Single Payment Scheme;

Energy Crops Scheme (including National Energy Premium);
Protein Crops Scheme;

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS);

Scheme Of Investment Aid For Farm Waste Management;
Scheme Of Investment Aid For The Improvement Of Dairy Hygiene Standards;
Scheme Of Investment Aid In Alternative Enterprises;
Scheme of Early Retirement from Farming;

Young Farmers' Installation Aid Scheme;

Dried Fodder Scheme;

Afforestation Premium Scheme;

Suckler Welfare Scheme.
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THE NATIONAL RESERVE

Each Member State is obliged to create a National Reserve, using, initially up to 3% of the
value of entitlements established for farmers who were farming during the reference period
2000 — 2002.

Certain categories of farmers may be allocated entitlements. A Single Payment Advisory
Committee (consisting of representatives of the farming organisations, the Department and
Teagasc) was set up to advise the Minister on issues such as:

B The percentage deduction to be applied in order to create the National Reserve;
B Categories under which farmers may apply to the Reserve;

B Criteria for calculating the number and value of entitlements to be allocated;

B The mechanism to be used to replenish the reserve.

The vast bulk of the funds in the National Reserve were used to make allocations to
successful applicants under the 2005 National Reserve when applications were invited
from 4 main categories as follows:

Category A: Farmers who inherited a holding from a farmer who retired or died by
16 May 2005 where the holding was leased out to a third party during the reference period.

Category B: Farmers who made an investment by way of purchase or long-term lease of land or
who made investment in Suckler Cow or Ewe Premium quota rights or who made other
investments between 1 January 2000 and 19 October 2003, which resulted in an increase in
production capacity.

Category C: Farmers who sold their milk quota into the milk quota re-structuring scheme
between 1 January 2000 and 19 October 2003 and who converted to a farming sector for which a
direct payment under the Livestock and/or Arable Aid Schemes would have been payable in
respect of the years 2000 to 2002.

Category D: New entrants to farming since 31 December 2002 and farmers who commenced
farming in 2002 but who received no direct payments in that year and whose total income did
not exceed €40,000 and any off-farm income did not exceed €20,000. Farming qualifications
required for this category.

The 2006 National Reserve catered for 2 categories of farmers:

Category A: (similar to 2005) Farmers who inherited a holding from a farmer who retired or died
by 16 May 2005 where the holding was leased out to a third party during the reference period.

Category B: New entrants to farming since the reference period. This category was extended in
2006 to include new entrants who were farming leased/rented land for the previous three years.
Income and educational qualifications apply to this category.

Funding from the 2006 National reserve was also used to increase the value of entitlements for
farmers who had qualified for Category C in 2005 in line with the increase to the value of dairy
premium entitlements in 2006.

The 2007 National Reserve caters for 4 categories of farmers:
Category A: (similar to 2005 and 2006) Farmers who inherited a holding from a farmer who

retired or died by 16 May 2005 where the holding was leased out to a third party during the
reference period.

Category B: New entrants to farming since the reference period, who received land by
inheritance, purchase of lease. The leased/rented land must have been declared on the 2005, 2006
and 2007 Single Payment application forms. Income and educational qualifications apply to

this category.
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Category C: This category provides a top-up for certain sheep farmers whose entitlements are
below the average value for the DED concerned and whose gross Single Payment is less than
€6,000. At least 40% of the value of the applicants Single Payment entitlements must have been
derived from coupled payments associated with sheep production during the reference period. The
maximum top up from the Reserve is €1,000

Category D: This category provides a top-up for farmers on offshore islands whose entitlements
are below the average value for the DED concerned and whose gross Single Payment is less than
€6,000. Allocations to successful applicants will not exceed €1,000.

Decisions regarding categories to be included in the 2008 National Reserve will be made in due
course and will be dependant on the level of funding available in the Reserve at that stage.

TRADING /TRANSFER OF SINGLE PAYMENT ENTITLEMENT

Entitlements may be sold with or without land but may only be sold without land provided at
least 80% of entitlements have been used during one scheme year. Otherwise the unused
entitlements must be surrendered to the National Reserve. A farmer uses entitlements by
declaring one hectare of eligible land on his/her Single Payment application form.

A percentage clawback was applied to the sales of entitlements with or without land in 2006 and
2007 but this clawback has been abolished in 2008. Entitlements may only be leased if
accompanied by an equivalent number of hectares. In the event of change of ownership of a
holding or change to the registration details of a herdnumber, the applicant must apply separately
to the Single Payment Unit in Portlaoise if changes are required to the registration details of
Single Payment entitlements.

Application to transfer entitlements must be completed where sale/gift/lease of entitlements is
involved, where a holding is being transferred via gift or inheritance or where the registration
details of the holding are changed as a result of the following:

B Merger of two or more holdings and entitlements;

B Division of a holding and entitlements;

B Change of legal entity;

B Formation or division of a partnership etc;

B Addition/Removal of a person on a herdnumber (Admin Transfer).

Farmers who change the registration details of their holding must update the registration details
of their entitlements prior to submission of their Single Payment Application Form in order to
receive Single Payment. Therefore completed application forms for the transfer of entitlements
must be lodged with the Department offices in Portlaoise on or before the closing date for the
Single Payment Scheme.

Application Forms and Terms and Conditions are available from Department local offices and on
the Department website.

MODULATION

Modulation is a process whereby each farmer’s Single Payment is reduced by a set percentage (3%
in 2005, 4% in 2006 and 5% in 2007). Up to 80% of funds generated through modulation (about
€34 million in 2007) can be retained in Ireland for spending on certain Rural Development
measures. The main Rural Development measures currently administered by the Department are
the Disadvantaged Areas’ Compensatory Allowance Scheme, the Scheme of Early Retirement from
Farming and the Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS).
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CROSS COMPLIANCE
Cross compliance involves two key elements:

B A requirement for farmers to comply with a number of statutory management requirements
(SMRs) set down in EU legislation on the environment, food safety, animal health, welfare,
and plant health; and

B A requirement to maintain the farm in good agricultural and environmental condition
(GAEC). In addition there will be an obligation on the Member State to ensure that there
is no significant reduction in the amount of land under permanent pasture by
reference to the total area under permanent pasture in 2003.

The Cross Compliance obligations have been phased in over a three-year period.

Eight cross-compliance SMRs were introduced in 2005 together with the Good
Agricultural and Environmental Condition requirements for Ireland. A further 7 SMRs were
introduced with effect from 1 January 2006 with the final 3 introduced with effect from

1 January 2007. From 1 January 2007 Cross Compliance has been extended to a number
of other scheme areas including the Disadvantaged Areas Compensatory Allowance
Scheme and REPS.

The Department published an information booklet entitled “The Single Payment Scheme — Guide to
Cross Compliance” which was issued to each producer in April 2005. This booklet set out the
Standards and Requirements that farmers had to meet in respect of the first eight SMRs from 1
January 2005. The detail of how farmers should respect Good Agricultural and Environment
Condition was also set out.

A further information booklet entitled “The Single Payment Scheme — Guide to Cross Compliance
Requirements to be Implemented in 2006 and 2007 " was issued in August 2007. This booklet set
out the important features of the SMRs for Cross Compliance to be implemented on 1st January
2006 and 1st January 2007.

In August 2007 a leaflet was issued to all farmers outlining what to expect should they be selected
for inspection under the Single Payment Scheme/Disadvantaged Areas Compensatory
Allowance Scheme.

Copies of these three publications can be accessed on the Department’s website under the
heading “Cross Compliance”. Enquiries in relation to Cross Compliance can also be sent to the
dedicated email address cross.compliance@agriculture.gov.ie

Further information regarding the Single Payment Scheme may be obtained from the Single
Payment Unit, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Government Offices, Old Abbeyleix
Road, Portlaoise, Co Laois. LoCall: 1890 200 566

APPEALS PROCEDURES

The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food established a Single Payment Appeals Committee
to deal with appeals from farmers regarding their entitlements under the Single Payment Scheme
and other related matters in relation to the implementation of the Scheme. The Committee has
an independent Chairman and comprises Appeals Officers from the Agriculture Appeals Office.

Appeals should be addressed to the Single Payment Unit, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, Government Offices, Old Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise, Co Laois.
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NITRATES DEROGATION

Under the Nitrates Regulations' (S.I. No. 378 of 2006) farmers must not spread livestock manure
and slurry containing more than 170kgs of nitrogen per hectare per year. However, grassland
farmers, with grazing livestock, may apply annually for a derogation to apply up to a limit of
250kg per hectare in a calendar year, under certain conditions. Farmers doing so will need to have
a Fertiliser Plan on their holding by 1 March each year and will have to keep Fertiliser Accounts.

An application for a derogation must be submitted to the Department each year. Arrangements
for 2008 are currently being finalised and details of the terms and conditions which apply will be
available on the Department’s website and will be publicised.

Farmers are reminded that compliance with the Nitrates Directive is one of the Statutory
Management Requirements under the Single Payment Scheme, and anyone operating above the
170kg/hectare limit who has not applied for a derogation in the year in question is putting his or
her Single Payment at risk.

For further information on the Nitrates Derogation, you can contact Environment Section,
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, Johnstown Castle Estate, Wexford. Tel: 053 9163400.
Email: agenv@agriculture.gov.je.

AREA-BASED DISADVANTAGED AREAS COMPENSATORY
ALLOWANCE SCHEME

Payment is based on eligible forage areas which are designated as More Severely Handicapped
(lowland), Less Severely Handicapped (lowland) and Coastal Areas with Specific Handicaps or
Mountain Type Grazing. The lands must be used for grazing of cattle, sheep, horses, goats or deer.

Application for the Disadvantaged Areas Compensatory Allowance Scheme in 2008 must be
made on the 2008 Single Payment application form.

This Scheme is co-funded by the European Union.
Eligibility
To qualify, an applicant must:

B Be aregistered herdowner aged 18 years or over who currently holds a herd number issued by
the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food;

B Occupy and farm a minimum of 3 hectares of forage land in a designated Disadvantaged Area;

B Undertake to remain in farming for 5 years from the first payment of a Compensatory
Allowance;

B Comply with Cross Compliance as set down by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food;

B Have a minimum stocking density of an average 0.15 livestock units per forage hectare in the
calendar year. The minimum stocking density must be maintained for a minimum period of 3
continuous months in 2008. In calculating the average stocking density on the holding for the
purposes of the minimum 0.15 LU/Ha requirement, the average bovine LU equivalents will be
taken at 5 dates throughout the year. The minimum stocking level may not apply where agri
environmental or other recognised environmental measures require a lower stocking density
on the grounds that the land in question has been degraded or is in danger of
becoming degraded;
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B In relation to any mountain commonage that you farm, be a participant under
REPS or any National Scheme that may be in place or be compliant with the relevant
Commonage Framework Plan;

B Co-operate with Department staff in relation to any inspection or any request
for documentation.

In the case of first-time applicants for the Disadvantaged Areas Compensatory Allowance
Scheme the minimum stocking density on the holding, calculated as set out above, will be
based on stocking density throughout 2008.

LIVESTOCK UNITS (LUS)

B Bovines over 2 years of age = 1 LU each;

B Bovines 2 years old and under = 0.6 LU each;

B Equines 6 months and under, registered in the applicant’s name in the Irish Horse
Register or with the Connemara Pony Breeders’ Society= 0.6 LU each;

B Equines over 6 months, registered in the applicant’s name in the Irish Horse Register
or with the Connemara Pony Breeders’ Society= 0.6 LU each;

B Female or Male Deer = 0.3 LU each;
B Female or Male Sheep = 0.15 LU each;
B Female or Male Goats = 0.15 LU each.

The livestock required to establish the minimum stocking density must be owned, possessed, held
and maintained by the applicant on his/her holding for a continuous period of 3 months.

AID AVAILABLE
The scheme provides for payment as follows:

B Mountain type land
Standard Rate of €109.71 on first 10 hectares or part thereof and €95.99 per hectare on
remaining hectares subject to an overall payment ceiling of 45 hectares.

B More Severely Handicapped (lowland)
Standard Rate of €95.99 per hectare on up to 45 hectares.

M Less Severely Handicapped (lowland) and Areas with Specific Handicaps (Coastal Areas)
Standard Rate of €82.27 per hectare on up to 45 hectares.

Where a farmer farms a combination of the above lands s/he is paid on mountain type land firstly,
lowland (More Severely Handicapped) secondly, and lowland (Less Severely Handicapped) and
Areas with Specific Handicaps (Coastal Areas) lastly, subject to an overall payment ceiling of

45 hectares.

An Energy Rate of Aid is also payable on Disadvantaged areas used for the production of energy
crops, subject to a maximum of 10 hectares. Disadvantaged Areas Scheme applicants will continue
to be required to meet the minimum forage area requirement of 3 hectares with the minimum
stocking density requirement of 0.15 livestock units per hectare of forage lands declared.

B Mountain type land
An Energy Rate of €76.06 on first 10 hectares or part thereof and €95.99 per hectare on
remaining hectares subject to an overall ceiling of 45 hectares.

B More Severely Handicapped (lowland)
An Energy Rate of €64.34 per hectare on up to 45 hectares.
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M Less Severely Handicapped (lowland) and Areas with Specific Handicaps (Coastal Areas)
Energy Rate of €50.62 per hectare on up to 45 hectares.

In the case of common pastures, allowances per hectare will be paid on percentage share of
commonage used.

Further information regarding the Disadvantaged Areas Compensatory Allowance Scheme may be
obtained from Disadvantaged Areas Section, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food,
Old Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise, Co Laois. Lo-call: 1890 200 114

ANIMAL WELFARE RECORDING AND BREEDING SCHEME
FOR SUCKLER HERDS

This is a new 100% Exchequer funded Scheme, which will operate for a maximum of 5 years from
1 January 2008 until 31 December 2012.

OBJECTIVES OF THE SCHEME
The Objectives of the Scheme are to encourage suckler farmers to:
B Enhance welfare standards for animals, produced from the suckler cow herd;

B Improve husbandry standards at weaning time, leading to reduced illness and mortality and
enhanced health of the National beef herd;

B Build their knowledge through training and education of the best practice in suckler cow
herd health;

B Improve the breed quality of suckler cows naturally through on-going use of the data compiled

under the Scheme by the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation (ICBF).

ELIGIBILITY
To be eligible to participate in the Scheme, a farmer shall:
B Be aged eighteen years or over;

B Be farming a holding for which all land parcels will be declared every year of the contract
under the EU Single Payment Scheme;

B Undertake to implement, for the full term of the Scheme, Measures 1 to 6 on all eligible

suckler cows and the calves they are suckling kept on his/her holding. Payment shall be limited

to a maximum of 100 eligible suckler cows kept by the applicant. However, the requirements

of the Scheme apply to all suckler cows, and calves reared by those cows (whether born on the

farm or bought in) kept on the holding. Measure 7 shall also be compulsory.

An animal payment of €82 (where the applicant is reporting the animal events online) or €80
(where animal events are reported manually) per qualifying suckler cow is available under the
Scheme (beef breed cows in mixed enterprise herds, i.e. herds that contain both suckler and dairy
animals can qualify) to herdowners who undertake, by way of a 5 year contract to comply with 7
animal welfare measures.
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The Measures are:

1. Calving details

2. Disbudding of calves

3. Castration of bull calves (if castration is taking place)
4. Minimum calving age

5. Weaning best practice

6. Animal Events Recording

7. Training and Education

Further information regarding the Animal Welfare, Recording and Breeding Scheme for Suckler
Herds may be obtained from the Suckler Herds Section, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, Government Offices, Old Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise, Co Laois. LoCall: 1890 252 707
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3. MARKET SUPPORT MEASURES

EXPORT REFUNDS

Export refunds are subsidies, which may be paid in respect of beef, live cattle, milk and milk
products, sugar, cereals, pigmeat, poultry and egg products and certain processed products

that are exported outside the EU. The amount of the subsidy, which can vary depending on
the destination of the product, is designed to cover the difference between the EU

market price and the lower world market prices and to take account of the high

input or raw material prices obtained in the European Union. The scheme enables

EU exporters to better compete on world markets.

B An exporter requires an export licence in order to export these products and to apply
for export refunds;

B There are various conditions that apply to licensing and refunds including quantities,
time limits, securities, etc. that the exporter must comply with;

B There are horizontal and sectoral EU regulations that govern licensing and the export
refunds scheme;

B Applications for refunds comprise export declarations, which are sent in the first place to the

customs authority (i.e. the Revenue Commissioners). These export declarations (known as
SADs) are then validated and transferred to the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food;

B An exporter using the Revenue Commissioners online ROS service can now make these
declarations online;

B Management committees chaired and operated by the European Commission establish rates
of refunds from time to time; rates are subject to change at any time.

Further information can be obtained from Export Refunds Division, Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co Wexford. Tel: 053 9163400.

BEEF INTERVENTION

Intervention is a system that can be used to support beef prices by removing surpluses of beef
from the market, and placing it in storage. The beef is later sold from intervention when EU market
prices have stabilised at an acceptable level. The Department acts for the EU Commission in the
purchasing of product for intervention.

CEREALS INTERVENTION

The intervention system for cereals, which is a market support scheme, is open between 1
November and 31 May of the following year, subject to a minimum quantity being offered and
the grain reaching the quality specifications laid down. The intervention price paid to the offeror is
increased by monthly increments. The price paid for standard quality grain is currently €101.77
per tonne increasing to €104.53 by the end of the buying-in period in May. The price paid depends
on the month of take-over. Bonuses or deductions are made depending on the quality of the grain.
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INTERVENTION BUTTER AND SKIMMED MILK POWDER (SMP)

The intervention system is designed to support prices for basic products by removing surpluses of
butter and SMP from the market. From March to August, intervention purchasing for butter is
triggered in a EU Member State when the market price falls below 92% of the butter intervention
price for two consecutive weeks in the Member State concerned. Butter is bought only when the
facility is open. From 2008 onwards, buying-in will cease once the quantities offered Community-
wide exceed 30,000 tonnes. In such cases, buying-in may take place using a tendering system.
Intervention purchasing of butter is suspended when the reported market price for butter is equal
to or higher than 92% of intervention price for two consecutive weeks. Intervention buying-in for
SMP operates from March to August each year. Quantities up to a limit of 109,000 tonnes per
year may be purchased at the intervention price - thereafter a tendering system may apply.

SUGAR INTERVENTION

In Ireland purchasing of sugar into intervention has ceased. The only activity under the sugar
intervention scheme will be the selling of the remaining intervention stocks of white sugar.

Further information on the Intervention Schemes may be obtained from On-Farm Investment,
Subsidies and Storage Division, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Johnstown Castle
Estate, Co Wexford. Tel: 053 9163400

AID FOR PRIVATE STORAGE

The Schemes for Aid to Private Storage of butter, cheese, pigmeat, sheepmeat and beef are market
support measures introduced by the EU Commission when seasonal imbalance arise between
supply and demand in the butter, cream and cheese markets or in the case of pigmeat, sheepmeat
and beef when the price falls below a benchmark level in any EU Member State.

The Schemes aim is to facilitate producers to store these products for a stipulated storage period.
At the end of the storage period the storer receives aid at a rate, which has been fixed in advance.

They are an alternative to public intervention in that the products remain the property of the
storers to sell at their unrestricted discretion at the end of the storage period.

Further information can be obtained form Aids to Private Storage Section, Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford. Tel: 053 9163400

OTHER EU MILK MARKET SUPPORT MEASURES
CASEIN AND CASEINATES

EU Regulation 2921/90 provides for a subsidy to producers of casein and caseinates manufactured
from skimmed milk (SM) or from raw casein extracted from milk of EU origin. The subsidy varies in
accordance with the type of casein produced.

SCHEMES AND SERVICES 2008 33




34

SKIM MILK POWDER (SMP) DISPOSAL SCHEMES

EU Regulation 2799/99 provides for the payment of aid for incorporation or denaturing of
SMP into animal feed. The compound feedingstuff must normally contain between 50% and
80% SMP, not less than 5% non-butter fat and at least 2% starch. Production is carried out
under Department supervision.

PASTRY BUTTER FOR CONFECTIONERY INDUSTRY AND DIRECT USE

EU Regulation 1898/2005 provides for the granting of aid for cream, butter and
concentrated butter from the market for use in the manufacture of pastry products,
ice cream and other foodstuffs. From time to time, intervention butter is also made
available at a reduced price for the same purpose.

The rates of aid and purchase prices differ according to the type of final product made
and are fixed by adjudication of tenders at EU Commission Milk Management
Committee meetings.

EU Regulation 429/90 provides for the sale, at reduced prices, of intervention butter intended for
direct consumption in the form of concentrated butter and its subsequent sale at retail outlets.

SCHOOL MILK SCHEME

EU Regulation 2707/2000, as amended by EU Regulation 816/2004 and EU Regulation
1152/2007, provides for aid on the sale of milk and milk products supplied to schoolchildren.
Each child is allowed .25 litres of milk per school day. This scheme is co-financed by the EU and
the Exchequer.

BUTTER FOR NON-PROFIT MAKING ORGANISATIONS

EU Regulation 1898/2005 provides for the purchase of reduced-price butter by certain non profit
making organisations e.g. hospitals, welfare institutions and other organisations that supply meals
as an integral part of their service.

Further information can be obtained from Milk Subsidies Section, Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford. Tel: 053 9163400
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4. AGRI ENVIRONMENT

RURAL ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION SCHEME (REPS)

The Rural Environmental Protection Scheme (REPS), forms part of Ireland’s Rural Development
Programme 2007-2013. The current Scheme, REPS 4 was introduced in August 2007.

The objectives of REPS are:

B To promote:

- Ways of using agricultural land which are compatible with the protection and
improvement of the environment, biodiversity, the landscape and its features,
climate change, natural resources, water quality, the soil and genetic diversity;

- Environmentally-favourable farming systems;

- The conservation of high nature-value farmed environments which are
under threat;

- The upkeep of historical features on agricultural land;
- The use of environmental planning in farming practice;
B To protect against land abandonment;
B To sustain the social fabric in rural communities;
B To contribute to positive environmental management of farmed NATURA 2000 sites.

The Scheme is available to all farmers and is jointly funded by the European Union and
National Exchequer.

Under REPS, a participant farmer is required to draw up a nutrient management plan and a
grassland management plan for his/her farm. Plans required for the Scheme have to be drawn up
by a planner/planning agency approved by the Department.

Farmers with land in a NATURA 2000 site i.e. Special Areas of Conservation (SAC's) or Special
Protection Areas (SPA’s) must include such lands in the REPS farm plan.

BIODIVERSITY OPTIONS

There are 11 basic measures in REPS, which are compulsory. To achieve increased biodiversity at
farm level, enhancement of the 11 basic Measures is desirable. By providing farmers with a choice
from a series of optional undertakings, each farmer is given the opportunity to select the works
most appropriate to the environmental or landscape features of the farm.

Scheme applicants must undertake a minimum of two biodiversity options, with at least one
coming from Category 1.

CATEGORY 1 OPTIONS:

Traditional Hay Meadows;
Species Rich Grassland;
Use of Clover in Swards;
Creation of New Habitat;
Establish Farm Woodland;
Coppicing of Hedgerows;
Laying of Hedgerows;
Plant New Hedgerows;

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES & FOOD



Additional Stonewall Maintenance;
Traditional Irish Orchards;

Install Bird Boxes;

Green Cover Establishment;
Environmental Management of Set-aside;
Increased Arable Margins;

Low Input Spring Cereals;

Minimum Tillage Crops.
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CATEGORY 2 OPTIONS:

Traditional Hay Meadows;

Species Rich Grassland;

Use of Trailing Shoe;

Control of Invasive Species;

Increased Watercourse Margin;

Exclude all Bovine Access to Watercourses;
Use of planted buffer zones;
Broadleaved Tree Planting;

Nature Corridors;

Increase in Archaeological Buffer Zones;
Establish Traditional Irish Orchards;
Install bird or bat boxes;

Green Cover Establishment;

Increased Arable Margins;
Minimum-Tillage.

All undertakings included in the farmers REPS plan must be implemented for a period of five years.

SUPPLEMENTARY MEASURES:

Wild Bird Habitat;

Traditional Irish Orchards;

Conservation of Animal Genetic Resources;
Riparian Zones;

LINNET Habitats;

Low Input Spring Cereals;
Minimum-tillage;

Traditional Sustainable Grazing;
Incorporation of Clover into Grassland Swards;
Mixed Grazing;

Lakes and Catchments;

Heritage Buildings;

SUPPLEMENTARY MEASURES

These are designed to take account of the need to resolve specific environmental problems that
relate to the priority environmental themes of water quality, biodiversity/landscape and climate
change. These Supplementary Measures provide farmers with the opportunity to draw down
additional payments under the scheme.
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Farmers who wish to undertake Supplementary Measure(s) must comply with the
Measure(s) from the commencement date of the plan, with the exception of Lake
Catchments and Heritage Building supplementary measures, as a condition of eligibility

for payment.

REPS PAYMENT RATES (PER ANNUM)

General REPS Programme

€234/ha for first 20 ha

€205/ha for next 20 ha up to 40 ha
€82/ha for next 15 ha up to 55 ha
€10/ha for areas over 55 ha

Natura 2000, commonage and NHA land

€282/ha for first 40 ha

€29/ha for next 40 ha up to 80 ha
€22/ha for next 40 ha up to 120 ha
€5/ha for areas over 120 ha

Supplementary Measures
Rare Breeds

Traditional Orchards
Riparian

Conservation of Wild Birds
LINNET Project

Low Input Tillage Crops
Minimum Tillage

Traditional Sustainable Grazing
Mixed Grazing

Lake Catchments

B Whole farm reduction in Organic N by
reduction in stock numbers

Traditional Hay Meadows
Species Rich Grassland
Increased watercourse margin

Alternative drinking points

Buffer zones

Clover Swards

€234 per LU of the breed registered with
the breed society

€300 per holding

€850/ha

€100/ha

€700/ha first ha

€400/ha from 1 to 2.5 ha
€370/ha up to maximum of 2.5 ha
€25/ha up to maximum of 40 ha
€50/ha up to max area of 20 ha
€50/ha up to max area of 20 ha

€80/ha

€120/haup to 2.5 ha
€120/haup to 2.5 ha

€3 per 100m

€5 per ha/per drinking unit
€200/ha up to max of 2.5 ha

€30/ha up to max of 40 ha

and Structures (AES) Offices. (See Appendix 1B)

Details and application forms are available from the Department’s local Agricultural Environment
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ORGANIC FARMING

Organic Farming is a specific system of farming whose aim is to produce quality food in a manner
beneficial to the environment and to wildlife. Organic farmers practise farming in accordance with
standards, which have been formulated for crop and livestock production. The thrust of these
standards is to develop a system of farming that co-exists with other systems, sustains soil
fertility and protects the environment, wildlife and non-renewable resources.
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Organic production and labelling of organic products is controlled by European and national
regulations, i.e. European Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2092/91 as amended, which is backed up
by Statutory Instruments Nos. 112 of 2004 and 698 of 2007. The EU legislation allows Member
States to use private inspection bodies to carry out the inspection and licensing system of organic
operators. Two certification bodies are approved to carry out this work in Ireland, i.e. Irish Organic
Farmers and Growers Association (IOFGA) and Organic Trust Limited.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SECTOR

ORGANIC FARMING SCHEME

Since 1994, organic farmers have been supported by way of the Rural Environment Protection
Scheme (REPS). Under the new Rural Development Programme, which runs from 2007 to 2013, it

is now possible for organic farmers to obtain organic support payments without having to be in
the REPS Scheme. Organic producers will still, of course, be able to join REPS as well.

The objective of the Scheme is to deliver enhanced environmental and animal welfare benefits
and to encourage producers to respond to the market demand for organically produced food.

To be eligible for this measure, farmers must be licensed by one of the two certification bodies
approved by the Department, must also register with the Organic Unit of the Department and
farm organically for a minimum period of 5 years.

The payment rates, which are additional to any REPS basic payments, are as follows:

= 3ha and up to 55ha >55ha
In conversion €212/ha €30/ha
Full organic status €106/ha €15/ha

Horticulture Horticulture Area < Horticulture Area Horticulture Area
Holdings Only 6 hectares (ha) > 6ha and up to 55ha > 55 ha
In conversion €283/ha €212/ha €30/ha
Full organic status €142/ha €106/ha €15/ha

SCHEMES OF GRANT-AID FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ORGANIC SECTOR

Development grants are available both to farmers and to processors under the Schemes of Grant

Aid for the Development of the Organic Sector, which were approved under the National
Development Plan, 2007-2013. The on-farm and off-farm Schemes provide grant aid for new
equipment and facilities for production, preparation, grading, packing, storage, distribution and
sale of organic products. Details are as follows:
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B Grant aid of 40% for investments over €1,500;

B Maximum On-farm grant aid of €60,000 payable over the duration of the scheme,
which runs from 2007-2013;

B Maximum Off-farm grant aid of €500,000 payable over the duration of the scheme,
which runs from 2007-2013.

Further information is available from the Organic Unit, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, Johnstown Castle Estate, Wexford. Lo-call: 1890 200 509 or 053 9163400,
Fax: 053 9143965 or e-mail: organics@agriculture.gov.ie

BIOENERGY SCHEME

The Bioenergy Scheme provides establishment grants to farmers to grow miscanthus and
willow for the production of biomass suitable for use as a renewable source of energy.
The Scheme aims to increase the production of willow and miscanthus in Ireland and to
encourage alternative land use options. Establishment grants are payments to cover part
of the costs of establishing the crops. Eligible costs include those associated with ground
preparation, fencing, vegetation control, the purchase of planting stock, planting and first
year cutback, and costs associated with other approved operations.

MAIN FEATURES
Establishment grants are payable:
B On land used to grow willow and miscanthus under the EU Energy Crops Scheme;

B Aid will only be granted where there is evidence of linkages with existing or potential end-
users, such as a letter of intent or contract between the farmer and the end-user ;

B Items invoiced, delivered or purchased, and payments made, prior to the issue of Pre-Planting
approval, are not eligible for grant aid;

B Applicants must adequately maintain and manage the crop as a biomass crop grown for
bioenergy for a minimum of 7 years from the date of approval.

Aid is payable on 50% of the approved costs associated with establishing the crop, subject to a
maximum payment rate of €1,450 per hectare, with the balance to be invested by the applicant.
Areas planted with willow and miscanthus also qualify for an EU premium under the EU Energy
Crops Scheme and for an National Energy Premium of €80 per hectare and adjusted payments
under the REPS and Disadvantaged Areas Scheme, subject to some restrictions on the

areas planted.

Applications for pre-planting approval should be submitted to Biofuels Policy Unit, Department
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Kea-Lew Business Park, Mountrath Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
Telephone 057- 8692231; E-mail bioenergy@agriculture.gov.ie
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5. FORESTRY

AFFORESTATION GRANTS AND PREMIUM LEVELS

The Afforestation Grants and Premium Schemes are designed to cover 100% of the cost of
establishing new forests, with grants of up to €7,604.00 per hectare available for this purpose
and annual premiums up to €573.86 per hectare for up to 20 years. Expenditure

on these schemes is solely nationally funded. For farmers in REPS, the Forest

Environment Protection Scheme (FEPS) offers a supplementary annual premium of up

to €200.00 per hectare payable for 5 years in addition to the Afforestation Premium.

GRANT RATES (EFFECTIVE FROM 01.09.06)

Total Grant
€/ha

Unenclosed Land 3,414.00
Enclosed and Improved Land
Non-diverse conifers 3,414.00
20% diverse conifers 3,573.00
Diverse conifers 3,927.00
Broadleaf
Approved Species Other than
Oak/Beech 100% stocking 5,199.57
Oak 75%-100% stocking 6,920.07
Beech 80%-100% 7,604.00

The rates shown above are the maximum amounts payable. It covers the cost of the plantation to
the establishment stage and is paid in two moieties, one of 75% following planting and the
second instalment grants of 25% are paid 4 years later subject to satisfactory establishment.

RATES OF AFFORESTATION FOREST PREMIUM (EFFECTIVE FROM 01.01.07)

Grant/Premium Category (GPC) Farmer Premium Non-farmer Premium
(annual payment, 20 years) | (annual payment, 15 years)
€/ha €/ha

Plantation area

< 6ha =6ha | =12ha
GPC 1 - Unenclosed 240.94 | 24094 | 240.94 197.12
GPC 2 - Sitka spruce/lodgepole pine 386.95 | 401.56 | 416.16
GPC 3 - 20% Diverse mix 449.74 | 46435 | 47894
GPC 4 - Diverse 47894 | 493.55 | 508.15
GPC 5 - Broadleaf ( except oak & beech) | 508.15 | 522.76 | 537.35 211.73
GPC 6 - Oak 54465 | 559.26 | 573.86
GPC 7 - Beech 544.65 | 559.26 | 573.86
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In the interests of multi-functional forestry objectives, broadleaf rates of aid may be extended to
unenclosed land on a case by case basis.

FEPS PREMIUM-ANNUAL ADDITIONAL PAYMENT YEARS 1-5

FEPS Premium (€/afforested ha)
Total Farm Area =30 ha =30 ha >30 ha
(including area to
be planted)
planted =5 and < 8 planted = 8
GPCs 1,3-7 150 200 200

Full particulars of the grants can be obtained from Forest Service, Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford. Tel: 053 9160200,
Lo-call: 1890 200 223, Fax: 053 9143834

ENVIRONMENT

It is a condition of grant-aid, under the 2007-2013 Programme that development be compatible
with the protection of the environment. Environmental considerations at the time of application
include water quality, designated habitats, archaeology, landscape and size of area. Public agencies
and the general public are consulted in relation to applications for forestry grants in areas of
special environmental sensitivity. Guidelines have been produced on:

M “Forestry and Archaeology”;

M “Forestry and Water Quality”

M “Forestry and Biodiversity”;

W “Forest Harvesting and the Environment Guidelines”;
M “Forestry and the Landscape”;

B “Forest Protection Guidelines”.

In addition, aerial fertilisation of forests may not take place except under specific licence from the
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, in accordance with a new Statutory Instrument
introduced in 2006.

Diversity in planting and the planting of broadleaves, in particular, is encouraged by means of the
differentials of the grant scheme. The target for broadleaf planting of 30% of total new planting
was achieved by the end of the last programme in 2006 and is being retained as an annual target
for the 2007-2013 Programme.

The Forest Environment Protection Scheme (FEPS) (the new planting module) was introduced on a
pilot basis in 2007, to encourage planting of high nature value forestry on REPS farms. The scheme
has proved very attractive. A Second Module (Woodland Enhancement) is also planned for release
in 2008. This will support intervention in existing, primarily coniferous forests to improve
environmental contribution (e.g. opening up glades, introducing broadleaves, native species,
berried species, riverside broadleaf planting etc).
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An Environmental Impact Assessment is mandatory for applications to afforest areas of 50
hectares or more and may also be required for smaller areas where a proposed development is
perceived as having a significant environmental impact. All applications below 50 hectares in size
are subject to a detailed Screening Procedure to assess the need for such an EIA.

Local authorities are consulted on all afforestation applications over 25 hectares and are
consulted on all afforestation applications within a prime scenic area in the County
Development Plan or within an area listed in the Inventory of outstanding Landscapes.

FORESTRY PROGRAMME 2007-2013

The following schemes are planned for the programming period 2007-2013.
Many have already been introduced, while others will be launched during 2008.

B an Afforestation Scheme for both agricultural and (for the first time) non-agricultural land;

B the Forest Environment Protection Scheme (FEPS): new Planting Module.
To encourage planting of high nature value forestry on REPS farms; (See below for FEPS
Enhancement module);

B the Native Woodland Scheme, which will promote the planting and conservation of
Ireland’s native woodland species;

B the Neighbourwood Scheme, which will now be extended beyond local authorities to create
new opportunities for the establishment of amenity woodlands;

B anew Agro-Forestry Scheme, to encourage the planting of smallscale forestry on agricultural
holdings, including fuelwoods and riparian planting;

B an extended Woodland Improvement Scheme, promoting the pruning, shaping and thinning
of established forests in order to maximise economic potential;

B Forest Environment Protection Scheme (FEPS) — Woodland Enhancement. Second module
of FEPS which will promote intervention in existing forestry to convert these to high nature
value woodlands.

B anew Forest Infrastructure Scheme, incorporating the existing Forest Roads scheme but
providing for a range of other infrastructural and recreational needs;

B A Forest Protection and Reconstitution Scheme, providing a basis for protecting the
growing forest from predation and for replanting where required.

FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT

FORESTRY TRAINING AND ADVISORY SERVICES SCHEME

The overall objectives of the measure are:

B To promote knowledge on the sustainable management of forests;
B To support vocational training;

B To improve the overall performance and competitiveness of forests;

B To help forests owners to increase their knowledge of forest management plans.

For further information contact the Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food,
Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford. Tel: 053 97160200 Lo-call: 1890 200 223 Fax: 053 9143836

44 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES & FOOD



FORESTRY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

COFORD (National Council for Forest Research and Development) is a non-statutory agency
under the aegis of the Department. COFORD provides funding, under the National Development
Programme 2007-2013, for research and development in the forestry sector under the

following programmes:

B Research and Development Programme:
Grant aid for public good research and development in support of the overall competitiveness
and public good contribution of the forest sector in Ireland;

B Networking and Knowledge Transfer Programme:
Grant aid for researcher training and mobility and for seminars and workshops based on
research and development findings, with the overall objective of improving forest research
competence and performance;
B COFORD Information Transfer Programme:
Effective transfer of forest R&D findings through events publications and web media in support
of the overall competitiveness and public good contribution of the forest sector in Ireland.
COFORD also provides the following services:

B Carbon Calculator:
Highlights the role of forests in climate change mitigation;

B Forest Management and Evaluation:
Increases the return to the state and the grower from forests

B Hardwood Matters:
Increase the use and value added to native hardwoods in Ireland in support of sustainable
forest management;

B Windthrow Predictor:
Reduce the cost and incidence of windthrow damage in forests in support of sustainable
forest management;

B Wood Product Specification Advice:
Increase the use of wood products in construction, drawing on R&D findings;

B Woodenergy Advisory Service:
Develop the wood energy sector in Ireland in accordance with government policy on increasing
the use of renewable energy.

For more information contact COFORD, Arena House, Arena Road, Sandyford, Dublin 18. Tel: 01
2130725, website: www.coford.ie

FOREST SERVICE APPEALS PROCEDURE

The Appeals procedure in the Forest Service is handled by an administrative unit of the Forest
Service. Customers may appeal against any decision of the Forest Service which affects their
entitlements under the grant and premium schemes. The majority of appeals handled by the Unit
relate to refusal of pre-planting approval and refusal or reduction in grants.

The public and environmental organisations also have the facility to appeal against afforestation
proposals in certain environmentally sensitive sites. Under environmental Regulations in place
since 2001, there is a very extensive consultation process which must be undertaken by the Forest
Service before it approves afforestation in areas designated as environmentally sensitive.
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Press notices are placed in local papers to invite observations of the public on
afforestation proposals in areas designated as any of the following:

B A proposed Natural Heritage Area, Special Area of Conservation,
Special Protection Area or a National Park;

B An area containing an archaeological site or feature with intensive public use;

B A prime scenic area in a County Development Plan or listed in an Inventory of
Outstanding Landscapes.

Local Authorities and environmental organisations are also consulted directly about
these applications. If the public or any of these organisations object to the planting
proposal their observations and objections are taken into consideration in the
deliberations of the Forest Service on the proposal. If the decision on the proposal
means that their objections were not upheld, they are offered an opportunity to appeal
within 21 days.

Appeals related to public consultation procedure must be lodged within 21 days of receipt of the
Forest Service decision.

Appeals against any other decisions affecting a customer’s entitlements under the grant and
premium schemes should be lodged as soon as possible after notification of the adverse decision
by the Forest Service.

All appeals must be made in writing, setting out the grounds of appeal and addressed to: The
Appeal Unit, Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, Johnstown Castle Estate,
Co Wexford. Lo-call 1890 200 223

CONTROL OF FELLING

Under Section 37 of the Forestry Act 1946 it is illegal to uproot a tree over ten years old, or cut
down a tree of any age, or injure a tree of any age without a Felling Licence. Notice of intention to
fell or uproot trees must be given in writing on a form known as a Felling Notice. On receipt of a
completed Felling Notice, an Order prohibiting the felling of the trees is issued. This protects the
trees in question while consideration is given to the issuing of a felling licence. Any person
uprooting or cutting down a tree without a felling licence may be prosecuted through the Courts.
Penalties for illegal fellings can be severe and in addition to any fine imposed by the Court, the
Minister may, by Order, also require the person convicted to replant. Landowners should note that
the granting of Planning Permission does not give permission to fell trees, a felling licence still
needs to be applied for before felling of any trees on the site.

A Felling Notice can be obtained from any Garda Station or directly from Felling Section, Forest
Service, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford;
tel : (053) 9160170/9160174/9160175/9160181.

FOREST PEST AND DISEASE PROTECTION - IMPORT REGULATION

The Forest Service is responsible for implementing the forestry aspects of Council Directive
2000/29/EC on protective measures against the introduction into the Community of organisms
harmful to plants or plant products and against their spread within the Community. The Forest
Service implements the provisions relating to wood, wood packaging material, forest plants and
Christmas trees. Early detection of a newly introduced pest or disease is essential and forest
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owners and the forest industry are encouraged to be ever vigilant in detecting such introductions.
If any unusual pest or disease is observed please contact the Forest Service. The following services
are available:

B Registration of importers (importing from non EU Countries) of controlled wood, wood
products and forest plants;

B Registration of producers of forestry material such as forest nurseries;
B Forest pest and disease diagnostic service;

B Advice on import regulations concerning wood, wood packaging, forest plants and
Christmas trees;

B Issuing of Phytosanitary Certificates for exports of forestry material.

For further information concerning the above please contact, Forest Service, Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Agriculture House (3 West), Kildare Street, Dublin 2.

Tel: 07 6072651, Fax: 01 6072545, e-mail: forestprotection@agriculture.gov.ie,

web: www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice

WOOD PACKAGING MATERIAL (PALLETS, CRATES, ETC)
— EXPORT REGULATIONS

In relation to exports, the Forest Service is responsible for the implementation of the new
International Standard for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM) No. 15. Guidelines for regulating wood
packaging in international trade. ISPM No. 15 describes phytosanitary measures to reduce the risk
of introduction and/or spread of quarantine pests associated with wood packaging made of raw
wood, in use in international trade. In practice, wood packaging material (pallets, crates, boxes
etc.) made from unprocessed raw wood, and used in supporting, protecting or carrying goods of all
kinds, must be heat treated or fumigated in a specified manner and the packaging must be
stamped on at least two sides with the officially approved mark verifying the treatment and
incorporating the registration number of the producer of the packaging. The following services are
available in relation to ISPM No. 15:

B Registration of kiln operators and producers of wood packaging material;
B Advice to wood packaging producers and kiln operators concerning ISPM No. 15;

B Advice to exporting companies concerning ISPM No. 15.

For further information concerning the above please contact, Forest Service, Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Agriculture House (3 West), Kildare Street, Dublin 2.

Tel: 01 6072651, Fax: 01 6072545, e-mail: forestprotection@agriculture.gov.ie, web:
www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice

FOREST REPRODUCTIVE MATERIAL

Forest Reproductive Material (FRM) is a collective term to describe seeds, plants and cuttings
which are important for forestry purposes. The Forest Service is responsible for implementing
Council Directive 1999/105/EC on the marketing of FRM. The aim of the legislation is to ensure
that FRM which is marketed is from approved suitable sources and is clearly labelled and identified
throughout the entire process from seed collection to processing, storage, plant production and
delivery to the final end user.
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The following services are available:

B Registration of suppliers of forest reproductive material - seed collectors, nurseries, seed and
plant importers;

B Registration of seed stands with the assistance of COFORD. (see Chapter 13 for information
on COFORD);

B Issuing of Certificates of Provenance for seed collections;

B Advice on forest seed and plant regulations.

For further information concerning the above please contact, Forest Service, Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Agriculture House (3 West), Kildare Street, Dublin 2.

Tel: 071 607 2651, Fax: 01 607 2545, e-mail: frm@agriculture.gov.ie,

web: www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice
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6. STRUCTURAL IMPROVEMENTS
SCHEME OF EARLY RETIREMENT FROM FARMING

SCHEME OF EARLY RETIREMENT FROM FARMING (1994-1999)

Participants in this first Scheme receive pension payments for ten years or until their 70th
birthday, whichever is the sooner, provided they and their transferees continue to comply with
their undertakings. The Scheme also provided for pensions for retired farm workers. The closing
date for applications under this Scheme was 31 December 1999. The maximum annual pension
payable under this Scheme was increased to €14,075 with effect from November 2006.

SCHEME OF EARLY RETIREMENT FROM FARMING (2000-2006)

Participants in this second Scheme receive pension payments for ten years or until they reach the
upper age limit under the Scheme, whichever is the sooner, provided they and their transferees
continue to comply with their undertakings. The Scheme also provided for pensions for retired
farm workers. The closing date for applications under this Scheme was 31 December 2006. The
maximum annual pension payable under this Scheme was increased to €15,000 with effect from
November 2006. A new Early Retirement Scheme was introduced in June 2007.

SCHEME OF EARLY RETIREMENT FROM FARMING (2007-2013)

The current Scheme of Early Retirement to apply for the period from 2007 to 2013 was
introduced on 13 June 2007. It is one of the measures provided for in Ireland’s Rural Development
Programme 2007-2013. The Scheme provides for a pension for retiring farm workers in certain
circumstances and is co-financed by the EU.

THE OBJECTIVES OF THE SCHEME ARE:

M To support farmers who decide to stop their agricultural activity for the purpose of transferring
their holdings to younger farmers;

B To support farm workers who decide to stop all farm work definitively upon the transfer of
the holding;

B To complement the Young Farmers Installation Scheme.

THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE SCHEME ARE:

B Age limits
The retiring farmer (transferor) must be aged between 55 and 66 years.
There are three categories of farming transferees under the Scheme; these must be aged
between 18 and 35, 45 and 50 depending on the category of transferee.

B Duration of Pension
The pension will be paid for not more than 10 years or until the applicant’s 66th birthday
whichever is the sooner.

B Amounts Payable
The pension amount will comprise a flat rate of €9,300 for the first 5 hectares plus €300 per
hectare of agricultural land transferred/leased to an eligible transferee up to a maximum
payment of €15,000 per annum. The workers pension is paid at the flat rate of €4,000
per annum.
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B Intensive Enterprises
Farmers retiring from Intensive Enterprises are eligible for this Scheme. In these cases viability
and payments are based on Production Units rather than number of hectares.

B National Retirement Pensions
The Early Retirement Pension is paid as a supplement to any national retirement pension
which might be payable. Consequently, the amount of any national retirement pension must
be deducted from the Early Retirement Pension. The definition of national retirement pension
includes Old Age Pension (Contributory and Non-Contributory), Retirement Pension and
Widow’s Contributory and Non-Contributory Pensions. For the purposes of the Early
Retirement Scheme, the Widow's Pensions are reckoned as national retirement pensions only
when the recipients have reached the national retirement age (66 years).

The Scheme document and application form are available from the Department’s Local Offices
(see Appendix 1B), or from the Early Retirement Section, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co Wexford (Tel 053 9163400). Applications under the Scheme
must be made to the Early Retirement Section in Wexford. The document is also on the
Department’s website at www.agriculture.gov.ie

SOW HOUSING (ANIMAL WELFARE) SCHEME

The aim of the Scheme is to assist farmers in upgrading and converting their existing sow housing
to ensure compliance with EU animal welfare standards.

ELIGIBILITY

The Scheme is open to farmers who have a minimum of 60 production units from pig production.
The standard rate of grant payable will be 40% of the approved costs.

In addition, grant-aid is also available for the preparation of Environmental Impact Assessments
and Environmental Impact Statements which are required in relation to the proposed investments,
and is payable at a rate of 12% up to a maximum grant of €20,000.

The maximum grant payable under the Scheme is €120,000 per holding including any grant paid
in respect of an Environmental Impact Assessment and/or Environmental Impact Statement.

This Scheme is co-funded by the Irish Government under the Rural Development Programme
2007 - 2013 and by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development.

YOUNG FARMERS' INSTALLATION SCHEME

The Scheme aims to encourage young people to take up farming.

ELIGIBILITY
Under the Scheme, a premium of €15,000 is payable to farmers under 35 years of age who:

B Generate a minimum of 5 production units from farming at setting up or at the latest within
12 months of that date;

W Fulfil, at the time of setting up on the farm or at the latest within two years of that date,
certain requirements regarding occupational skill and competence;
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B Submit and complete a business plan;

B Have obtained title/leasehold title to at least 15 hectares of eligible lands in less favoured
areas and 20 hectares in other areas;

B Have not more than €50,000 non-farm income in a designated tax year;

B Submit a preliminary application within 12 months of first setting up in farming and submit a
final application within 36 months of setting up.

The Scheme is co-funded by the Irish Government under the Rural Development Programme
2007 - 2013 and by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development.

Further information and application forms for the above Schemes may be obtained from your
local Agricultural Environment and Structures (AES) Office of the Department
(See Appendix 1B for full details)
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7. ANIMAL TRACEABILITY

CMMS/IRISH BOVINE ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM

The Irish Bovine Animal Identification System has four elements: tagging,
bovine passport, on-farm bovine herd registers and a computerised database.

The important aspects of each of the elements of identification are as follows:

B Tagging
The tagging system requires the application by the animals’ keeper of two
identically numbered yellow plastic eartags to all calves born on a holding within
twenty days of birth. Keepers are obliged to order their annual requirement of
eartags directly from the tag supplier approved by the Department. They do this by
completing the tag order card sent to them by the approved tag supplier and
returning it with the appropriate fee. On application of a pair of tags to a calf, the
keeper must complete a corresponding and identically numbered registration
application form, which is supplied with each pair of tags.

B Registration and Passports
Keepers are required to register the birth of each calf on a central birth registration
database. This can be done by registering the calf birth online or by completing the
registration application form mentioned above and sending it within seven days of
tagging the calf to the registration agency appointed by the Department. On receipt of a
completed and valid registration application, the registration agency issues the keeper with a
passport for the animal concerned. This passport must accompany the animal each time it is
moved. All movements of the animal throughout its life must be recorded on the passport.

B Bovine Herd Registers
Keepers of cattle are required to maintain a herd register of all bovine animals on their
holdings. The herd register must be kept up-to-date and must record information in relation to
all calves born on the holding together with details of all animals entering or leaving the herd
and of animal deaths on the holding.

B The database - Cattle Movement Monitoring System (CMMS)
The database is called the Cattle Movement Monitoring System (CMMS) and it traces all Irish
bovine animals from birth to slaughter and records all birth, movements and disposals. The
database has been fully operational since 2000.

The system captures details of millions of animal movements each year and this information is
used to verify the origin, identity and life history of cattle entering the food chain. The
database is also used to check compliance of cattle with eligibility criteria of the Single
Payment Scheme. The database can be used also to assist in contact tracing and veterinary
certification and to provide statistical information in respect of the cattle sector.

NOTIFICATIONS TO THE CMMS

Keepers of cattle are obliged to notify the Department of the movement of cattle to and from
their holdings. In the case of cattle sold privately, the keeper must obtain a pre-clearance
certificate from the Cattle Movement Notification Agency prior to the movement of any animal
off the holding. Both the source and recipient keepers must confirm after the event whether the
movement has taken place. Keepers must also notify the Departments of on-farm deaths.
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ON-LINE AND MOBILE PHONE FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO FARMERS WITH BOVINE ANIMALS

The Cattle Movement Monitoring System (CMMS) is being replaced on a phased basis by the
online Animal Identification and Movement (AIM) system. A number of on-line facilities are
available under the AIM system that allow farmers to -

M Register Calf Births;

M Apply for a Certificate of Compliance (to move cattle direct from farm to farm);
M Check cattle in their herd according to the AIM database;

M Verify that movements in and out of the herd have been recorded on the system;
I See the life history of individual animals until they leave the herd.

A mobile phone application has also been made available covering some of these facilities.

Farmers must register with the Department’s Agfood.ie facility to avail of the on-line and mobile
phone services, which are available free of charge. This can be done by clicking on the Agfood icon
on the Department’s website www.agriculture.gov.ie and following the simple instructions.
Farmers can also contact the eService Helpdesk (lo-call number 1890 252 118) to register over
the phone or to obtain a paper application (see also Chapter 1 for details of Online Services
provided by the Department).

NATIONAL BEEF ASSURANCE SCHEME (NBAS)

The aim of the Scheme is to guarantee the safety of beef and beef products by:

[l The operation of an effective animal identification and tracing system;
M Developing high standards of production and processing;
M Enforcing these standards through a registration and approval system.

Further information on the above measures may be obtained from National Beef Assurance
Scheme Division, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Maynooth, Co. Kildare.
Tel: 07 5053300

NATIONAL SHEEP IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM (NSIS)

The rules governing the operation of the National Sheep Identification System (NSIS) are set
down in the Diseases of Animals Act, 1966 (National Sheep Identification System) Order, 2001 —
S. 1. No. 281 of 2001. Council Regulation (EC) No 21/2004 establishing an EU-wide system for the
identification and registration of ovine (sheep) and caprine (goats) animals came into effect on 9
July 2005.

Under NSIS, all sheep must be tagged and details of all sheep on farms and all sheep movements
must be fully recorded. Processors are required to attach a label incorporating the country of
origin, the flock number, and the individual identifier to the finished carcass. This system, which
encompasses producers, marts, meat factories and others, provides that Ireland has full traceability
for all sheep, on an individual basis.

REGISTRATION

Any person who holds or keeps sheep in the State must apply for registration of the holding to the
local District Veterinary Office of the Department for the area in which the holding is situated.
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IDENTIFICATION OF SHEEP

All sheep on a holding which are over the age of nine months, or on movement off the holding
(whichever comes first) must be tagged in the left ear with a tag (white) showing the owner’s
sheep designator number (for information about this number contact your local District
Veterinary Office of the Department) and an individual number, starting at 1.When a

sheep arrives on a second holding, the owner of the second holding must tag it in the

right ear with a tag (white) of the new holding.

Tags must be ordered from an approved tag company — the list of such companies is
on page 60.

SHEEP MOVEMENT DATABASE SYSTEM AND MOVEMENT DOCUMENTS

A Dispatch/Movement Document completed by the owner of the sheep must
accompany sheep moving off the holding, throughout their movement. The Dispatch/
Movement Document is a personalised three-part document issued in the name and
address of the flock owner and containing a pre-printed Herd/Flock Number, Serial
Number and Sheep Designator. The Dispatch/Movement Document must be signed by
the Flock keeper off whose holding the sheep are being moved. In addition the

blank areas of the Document must be completed by the owner of the sheep,
indicating the number of sheep being moved, the individual tag number of each
sheep in the consignment being moved and the Herd/Flock number of the farm or

(in the case of a slaughter plant or mart) the name and address of the holding to
which the sheep have been consigned.

It is important that farmers moving sheep from their holding ensure that the Dispatch Document
that accompanies each load leaving the holding is the most up-to-date version of the Dispatch
Document. The current version of the Dispatch Document will be recognisable as it is issued on a
personalised basis. Under no circumstances should farmers use obsolete or outdated versions of
the Dispatch Documents.

The Dispatch/Movement Document is a three-part document. The top copy (white) should
accompany all sheep moving off farm to the purchaser, the middle copy (pink) should also
accompany the sheep if they are being sold in a mart (this is for the mart records) and the
bottom copy (yellow) should be retained by the seller for their own records.

To order Dispatch Document Books, phone 1890 252 434 (this is a 24-hour order line)

FLOCK REGISTER

Persons who hold or keep sheep on a registered holding must maintain records of the individual
animal identification number attached to the animals. They must also keep a written record of the
movement of animals onto or off the registered holding. To facilitate the recording of these
details, Flock Registers are issued to all sheep flock owners. Details of all tag replacements must
also be recorded in the flock register.

For further information on any aspect of NSIS or the new EU-harmonized system, or to order a
Flock Register, contact the Sheep and Goat ID and Movement section of the Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Kildare Street, Dublin 2.

Helpline: 1890 252 713 or Tel: 07 6072901
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ANNUAL SHEEP CENSUS

Under EU Regulation 21/2004 all sheep keepers must count the sheep present in the flock on the
holding, record this number in the flock register and are legally obliged to return this number to
the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food once a year.

The Annual Sheep Census takes places normally in December and each flock owner will receive in
the post a Census Return which he/she should complete in respect of the number of sheep on
his/her holding and return it immediately in the prepaid envelope provided.

If you have no sheep at all you must complete a nil return. Failure to complete a census return will
result in your sheep designator being made dormant. This will mean that you will not be eligible to
order sheep tags, Dispatch/Movement Document books or Flock Registers.

NATIONAL PIG IDENTIFICATION AND TRACING SYSTEM (NPITS)

In accordance with legal requirements the Department has developed a National Pig Identification
and Tracing System (NPITS), which came into operation in July 2002. In broad terms the system
involves the identification of all pigs that are moved off the holding by either an ear tag or a slap
mark and the identification of breeding stock with an individual number. All pig movements are
recorded on a central movement database.

Only persons with valid pig herd numbers will be allowed to trade in pigs.

Tags and slap marks must be ordered from an approved tag company — the list of such companies
is on page 60.

Pig herd owners who wish to be registered on the National Database should contact Special
Projects Unit, Animal Health and Welfare Division of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, Kildare Street, Dublin 2.

Helpline: 1890 504 604 or Tel: 01 6072827

NATIONAL GOAT IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM (NGIS)

Under Council Regulation (EC) No 21/2004 a system of goat identification was introduced across
the EU. This was a major development for the Irish goat sector. With the introduction of NGIS
Ireland has a national system of goat identification vital for disease control, traceability and
consumer assurance. The system is based on:

B Double tagging of all goats by the age of six months or on movement from the holding,
whichever comes first;

B Use of herd registers to record details of numbers of goats on the holding and details
of movements;

M Use of dispatch documents to record movements.

REGISTRATION

Any person who holds or keeps goats in the State must apply for registration of the holding to the
local District Veterinary Office of the Department for the area in which the holding is situated.
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IDENTIFICATION OF GOATS

All goats on a holding which are over the age of six months, or on movement off the holding
(whichever comes first) must be double tagged (i.e. a tag in each ear) with tags (white)
showing the owner’s goat herd designator (available from the local DVO) and an

individual number.

Tags are issued to a herd owner containing his/her 7-digit goat herd designator

number (for information about this number contact your local District Veterinary Office

of the Department) and an individual number, starting at 1. However the herd owner does
not need to record the individual numbers on dispatch documents or in herd registers
unless he/she wishes to do so.

Tags must be ordered from an approved tag company — the list of such companies is
on page 60.

HERD REGISTER

Every herd owner must maintain a herd register in the format supplied by the
Department. The herd register must contain details, on a batch basis (i.e. not on an
individual basis) of all movements of goats on and off the holding. These records may
of course be kept on an individual animal basis should the herd owner so wish.

The herd register must also contain details of all goats born on the holding which are
over the age of six months. Details of all tag replacements must also be recorded in
the herd register.

MOVEMENT DOCUMENT

A Dispatch/Movement Document completed by the owner of the goats must accompany goats
moving off the holding, throughout their movement. The Dispatch/Movement Document is a
three-part document, which must be signed by the herd keeper off whose holding the goats are
being moved. In addition the blank areas of the Document must be completed by the owner of
the goat(s), indicating the number of goats being moved and the herd number of the farm or
(in the case of a slaughter plant or mart) the name and address of the holding to which the
goat(s) have been consigned.

ANNUAL GOAT CENSUS

Under EU Regulation 21/2004 all goat keepers must count the goats present on the holding,
record this number in the herd register and are legally obliged to return this number to the
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food once a year.

The Annual Goat Census takes places normally in December and each herd owner will receive in
the post a Census Return which he/she should complete in respect of the number of goats on
his/her holding and return it immediately in the prepaid envelope provided.

If you have no goats at all you must complete a nil return. Failure to complete a census return will
result in your goat designator being made dormant. This will mean that you will not be eligible to
order goat tags, Dispatch/Movement Document books or Herd Registers.

IMPORTS

Goats imported from another Member State will be double tagged and no further tagging is
required. Existing veterinary requirements continue to apply. Imports from a country outside of
the EU must be tagged with red import tags.
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For further information on any aspect of NGIS or the new EU-harmonized system, or to order a
Herd Register or Dispatch Book, contact the Sheep and Goat ID and Movement Section, Animal
Health and Welfare Division of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Kildare Street,
Dublin 2. Helpline: 1890 252 713 or Tel: 07 6072901

TAG AND TAG SUPPLIERS

A number of different tags have been approved for use under NSIS, NPITS and NGIS. Tags may
only be purchased from approved tag suppliers.

Both long and short-term sheep tags have been approved but it should be remembered when
ordering tags that short-term standard sheep tags can be used only for lambs going directly to
slaughter. Long-term standard sheep tags can be used for sheep in all circumstances.

All sheep and goat tags are white in colour with the exception of import tags, which are red, and
replacement tags, which are coloured yellow.

Pig tags are green in colour.

Tags may be ordered from a number of different suppliers and orders will be supplied only by post
direct to the flock owner who has placed the order. See list of approved tag suppliers on page 60.
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NATIONAL SHEEP IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM-NSIS
NATIONAL PIG IDENTIFICATION AND TRACING SYSTEM — NPITS
NATIONAL GOAT IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM - NGIS

APPROVED TAG SUPPLIERS

The following is a list of companies approved to supply animal identification eartags under the above systems.
Company Name & Address Id. System | Phone Fax E-mail/Web Address

Approved
Agrihealth Ltd. NSIS | 1890 515151 047 74190 eartags@agrihealth.ie
Clones Road NPITS | 047 71800 www.eartags.ie
Monaghan NGIS
Co. Monaghan
Co-Operative Animal Health Ltd.| NSIS | 059 9151251 0599151856 nbyrne@cahl.ie
Tullow Industrial Estate NPITS www.cahl.ie
Tullow NGIS
Co. Carlow
Cormac Sheep Tagging NSIS | 093 28231 093 28019 sheeptagging@eircom.net
Vicar Street NPITS
Tuam NGIS
Co. Galway
Dalton I.D. Systems (Ireland) Ltd., NSIS | 074 9101962 074 9101959 md@dalton.co.uk
Kiltole Quarry NPITS holden@dalton.ie
Convoy NGIS www.dalton.ie
Co. Donegal
Eurotags NSIS | 052 53357 052 53289 mdwyer@mull-coop.ie
Mullinahone Co-Op NPITS
Mullinahone NGIS
Co. Tipperary
Quicktag NSIS | 048 2076 8696 | 028 2076 8699 | info@quicktag.co.uk
7A Churchfield Road NPITS www.quicktag.co.uk
Ballycastle NGIS
Antrim BT54 6P
Northern Ireland
Ritchey Tagg plc NSIS | 0044 1765 0044 1765 john.robinson@ritchey.co.uk
Fearby Road NPITS | 689541 689851 www.ritcheytagg.com
Masham NGIS
Ripon
North Yorkshire HG4 4ES
England
Merko nv
Leo Baekelandstraat 7 Unit 5 NPITS | 003233602670 | 003233263398 | merko@merko.be
B-2950 Kapellen www.merko.be
Belgium
Shearwell Data Ltd
PuthamFarm NSIS | 00 44 1643 00 44 1643 Mike.Fletcher@shearwell.co.uk
Wheddon Cross, Minehead, NPITS | 841611 841628 www.shearwell.co.uk
Somerset TA24 7AS NGIS
UK
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8. ANIMAL PRODUCTION/PRODUCTS

CATTLE

DIY A.l. LICENCES

GENERAL AIM OF SCHEME MEASURE

To ensure that persons wishing to practice Artificial Insemination in their bovine herd

are appropriately trained for the task and that only semen from approved sources is
used in the process.

SCHEME/MEASURE CONDITIONS
The following are some of the conditions attaching to the issue of a licence:

B No person other than the herdowner, or, his wholetime employee, who has
satisfactorily completed an approved programme of training in the practice of
Artificial Insemination, shall be approved by the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food to carry out the inseminations within that herd;

B Inseminations by the herdowner or his wholetime employee shall be confined
to the herd specified in the licence;

B The amount of semen that may be supplied to any herdowner under these
arrangements shall be related to the number of cows in the herd concerned
and shall not exceed 2.5 straws per cow per year;

B Herdowners must book their DIY A.l. training or refresher courses with a company licensed by
the Department to conduct such courses;

B Holders of DIY Al Licences are permitted to store limited amounts of semen on-farm.

HOW TO APPLY

Applications are made on Form DIY A.L.1. A full set of the conditions attaching to a DIY A.l licence
is issued with each application form. A list of the companies licensed to provide courses is
available on request.

FIELD SERVICE LICENCES
GENERAL AIM OF SCHEME MEASURE

Field Service Licence holders provide a year round quality bovine artificial insemination service
(A.l) to farmers through a network of trained A.l. technicians.

SCHEME/MEASURE CONDITIONS
The Field Service Licence holder:

B Must ensure that good veterinary practices and procedures are adhered to by the organisation;
B Utilise semen only from approved sources;
B Maintain satisfactory records; and

B Facilitate the recording, testing, genetic evaluation and publication of results of bulls used for
test purposes.
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HOW TO APPLY

First time applications are made using Form FSL 1. Renewal applications are made using
Form FSL 2. A full set of the conditions attaching to a Field Service Licence is issued with
each application form.

A.l. TECHNICIANS LICENCES

GENERAL AIM OF SCHEME MEASURE

The aim of the scheme is primarily to ensure the provision of a quality bovine A.l. service through
the licenced Field Service network all the while maintaining animal health and welfare standards
and traceability of product.

SCHEME/MEASURE CONDITIONS
The following are some of the conditions attaching to the issue of a licence:

B Al technicians and sales personnel must be employed by a Field Service Licence holder;
B Al technicians must be fully contactable at all times;

B Al technicians can only be employed by the Field Service Licence holder named on
their licence.

HOW TO APPLY

Applications for a Provisional A.l. Technicians Licence are made on Form Al PROV.
Applications for a Full Technicians Licence are made on Form Al FUL.

A full set of the conditions attaching to an A.l. technicians Licence is issued with each
application form.

LICENCES TO DISTRIBUTE BOVINE SEMEN

GENERAL AIM OF SCHEME MEASURE

To ensure that organisations or individuals who wish to trade in bovine semen, are appropriately
licensed by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food to engage in the distribution of
bovine semen thereby protecting animal health and welfare and traceability of product.

SCHEME/MEASURE CONDITIONS

The following are some of the conditions attaching to the issue of a licence:
B Distributors must keep satisfactory records;

B Semen must only be supplied to holders of current DIY A.l. licences;

B The licensee is subject to the overall veterinary and zootechnical control of the Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

HOW TO APPLY

A first time application for the distribution of bovine semen by a registered importer of bovine
semen is made using Form DC 1. Renewal applications are made using Form DC 2. An application
for a licence to sell and distribute semen on behalf of an Al company by an individual is made on
Form DBSL 1.

A full set of the conditions attaching to the licence is issued with each application form.
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APPROVAL OF BOVINE SEMEN STORAGE CENTRES

GENERAL AIM OF SCHEME MEASURE
To ensure that premises where semen is stored meets specified standards set out in
S.I. No. 499 of 2004.

SCHEME/MEASURE CONDITIONS
The following are some of the conditions attaching to the issue of an approval:

The centre must be placed under the permanent supervision of a centre
veterinarian approved by the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food;

The centre must be so constructed or isolated that contact with livestock outside
is prevented;

The centre must be so constructed that the storage facilities can be readily cleaned
and disinfected;

Satisfactory records must be kept;

The storage centre will be inspected by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food at least twice a year to assess all matters relating to the conditions
of approval and supervision.

HOW TO APPLY
Applications are made on Form SSC.

APPROVAL OF BOVINE SEMEN COLLECTION CENTRES

GENERAL AIM OF SCHEME MEASURE
To ensure that premises where semen is collected meets specified standards set out in S.I. No.112
of 1996, as amended.

SCHEME/MEASURE CONDITIONS
The following are some of the conditions attaching to the issue of an approval:

The centre must be so constructed or isolated that contact with livestock outside is prevented;

The centre must be so constructed that the storage facilities can be readily cleaned
and disinfected;

The Centre must comply with the conditions for approval, supervision, movement of animals,
as well as routine tests and treatment to be applied to all bovine animals in the Centre;

Any analysis required must be carried out in approved laboratories;

The storage centre will be inspected by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food at
least twice a year to assess all matters relating to the conditions of approval and supervision;

Satisfactory records must be kept.

Please note persons wishing to apply for an approval for a semen collection centre are advised to
contact the Department at the outset so as to obtain full information on the approval process.

HOW TO APPLY
Applications are made on Form SCC.
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APPROVAL OF BOVINE OVA/EMBRYO COLLECTION OR PRODUCTION TEAMS

GENERAL AIM OF SCHEME MEASURE
To ensure that only teams approved by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food for the
purpose of producing and or collecting bovine ovas/embryos operate such a service.

SCHEME/MEASURE CONDITIONS
The following are some of the conditions attaching to the issue of an approval:

B Collection, processing and storage of embryos must only be carried out by suitable
qualified personnel;

B Embryo collection teams must be supervised by an official veterinarian;

B Permanent or mobile laboratories must be available.

HOW TO APPLY
Applications are made on Form ECT 1.

ON-FARM COLLECTION OF BOVINE SEMEN

GENERAL AIM OF SCHEME MEASURE
To allow herdowners to preserve the bloodline of their bovine herd by having semen collected
from their own herd for use within their own herd.

SCHEME/MEASURE CONDITIONS

B On-farm collection of bovine semen can only be carried out by an approved bovine semen
collection centre;

B Applicants or their employees for on-farm collection must have a D.l.Y.A.l. licence to store
semen and they can only store a quantity of semen (collected on—farm or otherwise) to the
maximum allowed by his/her D.LY. A.l. licence;

B Where an applicant does not have a D.LY. A.l. licence the semen collected on—farm must be
stored in an approved centre and released only for use in his/her herd to a licensed A.l.
company inseminator.

HOW TO APPLY
Applications are made on Form OFC1.

PRE-ENTRY HEALTH TESTS FOR BULLS TO A.l. STATIONS

GENERAL AIM OF SCHEME MEASURE
The aim of the scheme is to ensure that all bovine semen for use in A.l. meets all animal
health requirements.

SCHEME/MEASURE CONDITIONS

Bulls must pass a number of specified health tests before they can be allowed into an A.l. station.

HOW TO APPLY
Applications are made on application Form HT 1.
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KERRY CATTLE SCHEME

Objective
To encourage the maintenance of a number of separate herds of Kerry Cattle in Ireland and the
creation and maintenance of a sufficient reserve of pure bred breeding stock.

Further information on the above schemes can be obtained from Livestock Breeding Section,
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Government Buildings, Farnham Street, Cavan.
Tel. No. 049 4368296 or 049 436 8200 Fax: 049 4361486

E-mail: bovineai®agriculture.gov.ie

HERD BOOKS

A herd-book is any book, register, file or data medium, which is maintained by a recognised
organisation and in which bovines are registered with reference to all their known ascendants. The
operation of a herd-book is regulated under the European Communities (Trade in Bovine Breeding
Animals their Semen, Ova and Embryos) Regulations 1996 S.I. No. 112 of 1996.

The Department is the Competent Authority for granting approvals under this legislation subject
to the applicant having complied with the criteria for approval. Terms and Conditions apply.

Application forms and further information can be obtained from Livestock Breeding Section,
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Farnham Street, Cavan. Tel: 049 4368292
Fax: 049 4361486 Email: zootechnics@agriculture.gov.ie

CENTRAL PERFORMANCE TESTING

The Irish Cattle Breeding Federation (ICBF) operates a bull performance testing station at Tully, Co
Kildare. The primary objective of the service is to identify top quality beef bulls for progeny testing
through A.l. The best of these are for widespread use through A.l by pedigree breeders as sires of
replacement pedigree cows and as sires of stock bulls for use in commercial suckler herds. The test
period lasts approximately 120 days during which the young bulls are fed and housed under
uniform conditions. Bulls are assessed for growth rate, feed conversion, body measurements and
conformation. The fees payable are available with the terms and conditions on request from ICBF.

Further information can be obtained from The Irish Cattle Breeding Federation, Highfield House,
Bandon, Co Cork. Tel: 023 20222 Fax: 023 20229.
Website: www.icbf.com

EU BEEF CARCASE CLASSIFICATION SCHEME
AIM

The aim of the Beef Carcase Classification Scheme is to ensure a common classification standard
throughout the European Union. This enables the EU to operate a standardised beef price
reporting system. From late 2004, most beef carcases are classified by mechanical means.
Department licensed factory employees classify the balance.
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The criteria for classifying are as follows:

B Conformation (the shape and development of the carcase): is denoted by the letters E, U, R, O,
P with E being the best and P the poorest;

B Fat: the degree of fat is denoted by the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 in order of increasing fatness;
B Sex category: denoted by the letters A (young bull), B (bull), C (steer), D (cow) and E (heifer).

Classification information is returned to the supplier by the slaughter plant. Over 90% of carcases
are classified by machine. Machine classification makes use of Video Image Analysis to carry out
various measurements of the carcase. As the determination of classification in this case is
objective, no appeal is possible. In smaller plants, classification is carried out by factory employees
who have been licensed by the Department. In these cases, the supplier can appeal the decision of
the classifier to the slaughter plant.

Further information can be obtained from Beef Classification Section, Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, Grattan Business Centre, Portlaoise, Co Laois. Tel: 057 869 4407

LABELLING OF BEEF

The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food is the competent authority for the purpose of
implementing the regulations governing the labelling of beef and beef products.

Under these regulations, operators or organisations involved in the marketing of beef must label
beef so as to provide consumers with the following information:

B A reference number or reference code permitting the identification of the animal or group of
animals from which the beef was derived;

B The approval number and country of the slaughterhouse - the indication should read:
‘Slaughtered in’ (name of the Member State or Third Country) (Approval number);

B The approval number and country of the de-boning hall - the indication should read: ‘Cut in’
(name of the Member State or Third Country) (Approval number)’;

B The Member State or Third Country where the animal was born, fattened and slaughtered
(Origin).
The regulations also provide for a voluntary labelling scheme whereby operators wishing to

provide supplementary information on labels may only do so subject to the approval of
the Department.

Regulations were introduced in 2006, which extended beef labelling laws to the restaurant and
catering sectors. The Health (Country of Origin of Beef) Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 307 of 2006),
require that a food business operator providing prepared beef to consumers shall not (a) advertise
beef for sale or supply, (b) present it for sale or supply, or (c) sell or supply it unless the country or
countries of origin of the beef is indicated at the point of advertising, presenting, sale and supply
in clear legible type on the advertisement, menu or other presentation used. The regulations are
being enforced by the Food Safety Authority of Ireland.

Further details may be obtained from Meat Policy Division, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, Kildare Street, Dublin 2. Tel 07 607 2880
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MILK
MILK QUOTAS

The Milk Quota Regulations provide for the payment of a levy, known as the “super levy”, on milk
deliveries in excess of Ireland'’s annual national quota. The liability of individual producers who
have exceeded their quota, which is expressed in terms of volume and fat content, is established
after the reallocation of unused quota.

The following quota allocation schemes are operated in accordance with rules set down by
the Minister:

B Milk Quota Trading Scheme - operated in advance of the relevant milk quota year.
The Milk Quota Trading Scheme is the principal means by which additional milk quota is
acquired by producers. The Scheme is operated by the Department but is run on a Co-op area
basis. It is comprised of a priority pool and a market exchange. Under the scheme, producers
are afforded the opportunity to sell and buy quota at prices they themselves decide. A
maximum of thirty per cent of the quota offered for sale in a given Co-op area is made
available to priority category producers at a price set by the Minister. The remainder is traded
on the market exchange at a Market Clearing Price, which is calculated on the basis of the
volumes and prices specified by buyers and sellers.

B Temporary Leasing Scheme - operated during the milk quota year.
Under the Temporary Leasing Scheme producers can offer to lease the part of their quota
which they consider they will not use during the current milk quota year into their co-
operative’s/dairy’s pool. A person may lease their full quota only when he/she has been
granted permission to do so by the Department due to the exceptional circumstances of
his/her case. Other producers, who require additional quota for that year, can apply to
temporary lease quota from the pool. The period of lease expires in each case on 31 March, i.e.
the end of the milk quota year.

B Reallocation of Unused Quota - administered after the end of the milk quota year.
In the event of an excess of production over quota at national level, unused quota is
reallocated to eligible over-quota producers. This system is known as “flexi-milk”.

In addition, a scheme for the allocation of additional milk quota from the National Reserve is
operated by the Department. Applications on the grounds of Hardship and Animal Disease are
assessed by the Milk Quota Appeals Tribunal, which makes recommendations to the Minister.

The detailed criteria for the operation of these Schemes are determined by the Minister and are
announced in the national media.

Details of the arrangements are also available to producers at their co-operatives/dairies or on
request from Milk Policy Division, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Kildare Street,
Dublin 2. Tel: 01 6072857

MILK PRODUCTION PARTNERSHIPS

The Milk Quota Regulations have, since 2002, facilitated the establishment of Milk Production
Partnerships (MPPs). Two types of partnership are possible: a Standard MPP, involving partnership
between individual farmers, one of whom must be a milk producer, with their own holdings, and a
New/Recent Entrant/Parent (also known as Family) MPP, which facilitates new and recent entrants
to dairying by allowing them to farm in partnership with parents. The Scheme is overseen by the
Department's Milk Policy Division (tel. 01-6072262), and participants must register their MPP with
Teagasc's Dairy Partnership Registration Office in Fermoy, Co. Cork (tel. 025-42312).
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EU STANDARDS FOR DAIRY FARMS AND FOR MILK SOLD FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

The hygiene and public health protection rules for the production and processing of milk and dairy
products are set out in a series of five Regulations formulated by the European Commission and
apply throughout the entire Union. They lay down standards for everything from the production of
raw milk on farms to the packaging and labelling of finished dairy products leaving