Consultation: Draft Nitrates Regulations

The Minister and the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food have jointly issued for public comment draft Regulations to amend and consolidate the Nitrates Regulations.  The draft European Communities (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2008, are incorporated in a Consultation Paper, which sets out the background issues and the approach proposed in the draft Regulations. 

The draft Regulations have been developed primarily for two purposes.  The first is to provide for better farmyard management and strengthened enforcement provisions in order to comply with a judgment of the European Court of Justice in relation to the Dangerous Substances Directive.  The second is to provide a legal basis for the operation of a derogation under the Nitrates Directive granted to Ireland by the European Commission.

In addition, the draft Regulations include a provision to exempt ploughing competitions from certain provisions applying to ploughed land generally and a number of technical amendments.  All of the main revisions are highlighted in the consultation paper.  The proposed revisions are presented in the form of new consolidated Regulations rather than by piecemeal amendment of the existing Regulations. 

A copy of the Consultation Paper is available below on this website. Comments on the proposed revisions are requested by 29 September 2008.

Any queries may be addressed to –

Mr David Kelly (Tel 01-8882317)  
Water Quality Section
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government 
Custom House 
Dublin 1

Email   davidj.kelly@environ.ie
