Information Required on State aid granted in conformity with Commission Regulation (EC) No 1857/2006 (Block Exemption)


Member State: Ireland

Region: Member State
Title of aid scheme or name of company receiving an individual aid: ICBF (Irish Cattle Breeding Federation) Dairy & Beef Progeny Test Program 2008

Legal basis: National Development Plan 2007-2013 & the Central Fund (Permanent Provision) Act 1965. 

Annual expenditure planned under the scheme or overall amount of individual aid granted to the company:  Overall amount of €1,359,118. 

Maximum aid intensity: 70% of eligible costs

Date of implementation: 1 January 2008

Duration of scheme or individual aid award:  Eligible costs incurred from 1 January 2008 to 31 December 2011

Objective of aid: The Irish Cattle Breeding Federation will initiate a 4-year Dairy and Beef progeny test program in 2008. The aim of the program is to identify and source the supply of Irish tested superior genetics to beef and dairy farmers and to build a knowledge base which farmers will be able to access in order to make informed breeding decisions and thus produce better quality animals. The key to Ireland building a competitive based dairy and beef industry is the supply of Irish tested superior genetics to the beef and dairy farmer. The project represents a unique collaboration among all industry partners to cooperate in progeny-testing programs that will ensure a viable future for two of Ireland’s most valuable farming sectors.

This aid is provided in accordance with Article 16(1)(b) of Regulation 1857/06 – Support for the Livestock sector. Eligible costs will be those associated with herd recruitment, semen assembly, data recording, DNA testing, linear scoring, data collection, administration and staffing costs, including field support, and the return of data to ICBF. 

Sector(s) concerned: Bovines – Dairy and Beef

Name and address of the granting authority: Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, Ireland
Web-address: http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/NDP_State_Aid/
