ANNEX I

Form of summary information to be provided whenever a State aid is granted in conformity with Commission Regulation (EC) No 1857/2006 (Block Exemption)

Member State: Ireland

Region: Member State
Title of aid scheme or name of company receiving an individual aid: Cattle Breeding Infrastructure Program 2008

Legal basis: National Development Plan 2007-2013 

Annual expenditure planned under the scheme or overall amount of individual aid granted to the company:  €840,000 

Maximum aid intensity: Up to 70% of eligible costs

Date of implementation: 1 January 2008

Duration of scheme or individual aid award: 1 January 2008 – 31 December 2008.  

Objective of aid: The Cattle Breeding Infrastructure Program 2008 will be administered by the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation (ICBF).  This program aims to encourage the uptake of modern scientific breeding values by beef and dairy farmers, thus contributing to their long-term viability. This program comprises two projects, genetic evaluation and data collection and information distribution.

The genetic evaluation project involves researching, reviewing and developing enhancements to the beef and dairy genetic evaluation systems operating in Ireland, rollout of new beef evaluations, including advertising, publication of educational material, direct mail shots to farmers, and meetings with farmers and stakeholders in the industry with a view to improving farmer understanding of the new indices.

The Data Collection and Information Distribution element of this program aims to develop computer systems, provide training and to support the roll-out of beef and dairy indices.  

This aid is provided in accordance with Article 15(2)(d), 15(2)(e) and 16(1)(b) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1857/06 – provision of technical support in the agricultural sector and support for the livestock sector. 

Sector(s) concerned: Bovines 

Name and address of the granting authority: Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, Ireland
Web-address: http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/NDP_State_Aid/(Conditions of the Scheme will be available on this weblink when the scheme is to be implemented)

