Information communicated by Member States regarding State aid granted under Commission Regulation (EC) No 1857/2006 on the application of Articles 87 and 88 of the Treaty to State aid to small and medium-sized enterprises active in the production of agricultural products and amending Regulation (EC) No 70/2001

XA Number XA 429/2008

Member State: Ireland

Region: Member State

Title of aid scheme or name of company receiving an individual aid: Cattle

Breeding Infrastructure Program

Legal basis: National Development Plan 2007-2013

Annual expenditure planned under the scheme or overall amount of individual

aid granted to the company: Maximum of €1.5m annually

Maximum aid intensity: Up to 70% of eligible costs

Date of implementation: 1 January 2009

Duration of scheme or individual aid award: 1 January 2009 – 31 December 2013

Objective of aid: The Irish Cattle Breeding Federation (ICBF) will administer the

Cattle Breeding Infrastructure Program. This program aims to encourage the uptake

of modern scientific breeding values by beef and dairy farmers, thus contributing to

their long-term viability. This program comprises a number of elements relating to

testing, genetic evaluation and data collection and distribution of scientific

information.

The genetic evaluation project includes researching, reviewing and developing

enhancements to the beef and dairy genetic evaluation systems operating in Ireland,

incorporating genomic data where appropriate, rollout of new beef evaluations,

including advertising, publication of educational material, direct mail shots to

farmers, and meetings with farmers and stakeholders in the industry with a view to

improving farmer understanding of the new indices.

The Data Collection and Information Distribution element of this program aims to

develop computer systems, provide training and to support the roll-out of beef and

dairy indices.

This aid is provided in accordance with Article 15(2)(d), 15(2)(e) and 16(1)(b) of

Commission Regulation (EC) No 1857/06 – provision of technical support in the

agricultural sector and support for the livestock sector.

Sector(s) concerned: Bovines

Name and address of the granting authority: Department of Agriculture, Fisheries

and Food, Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2, Ireland
Web-address:

http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/schemes/NDP_State_Aid/CattleBreedingInfrastructure2

009_13.doc

Cattle Breeding Infrastructure Programme 

Summary of Programme

Background

The 2009-2013 Cattle Breeding Infrastructure programme is a continuation of the 2008 Cattle Breeding Infrastructure programme, which was approved by the EU Commission on 14th January 2008 under XA29/2008
Aims and objectives of the Programme

The aim of the Cattle Breeding Infastructure Programme is to encourage the uptake of modern scientific breeding values by beef and dairy farmers, thus contributing to their long-term viability, while at the same time providing a quality product for the market place. 

Programme Details

This programme comprises a number of elements relating to testing, genetic evaluation and data collection and distribution of scientific information.
The genetic evaluation project includes

· researching, reviewing and developing enhancements to the beef and dairy genetic evaluation systems operating in Ireland, incorporating genomic data where appropriate, 

· rollout of new beef evaluations, including advertising, publication of educational material, direct mail shots to farmers, and meetings with farmers and stakeholders in the industry with a view to improving farmer understanding of the new indices.

The Data Collection and Information Distribution element of this programme aims to develop and enhance computer systems, provide training and to support the rollout and dissemination of beef and dairy genetic evaluation results for cattle

Level of Aid

1. Provision of support under Articles 15 (2)(d) and 15 (2)(e) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1857/06

This is not a grant scheme, rather aid is available, at a maximum level of up to 100%, for subsidised services in respect of eligible costs in accordance with Article 15(2)(d), 15(2)(e.) of Commission Regulation 1857/2006,as follows;
· Consultation meetings with stakeholders to explain the background to any changes or updates in the testing and genetic evaluation system.

· Dissemination of updated genetic evaluation indices to wider industry involving advertising, publications, and information meetings to enable  results to be used at farm level. 

Beneficiaries of Programme

No aid will be paid to producers, however, producers will benefit by way of subsidised services, which are accessible to all producers, irrespective of affiliation to producer organizations or other structures. 
2. Provision of support under Article 16(1)(b)) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1857/06

This is not a grant scheme, rather aid is available, at a maximum level of up to 70%, in respect of technical expertise under 16(1)(b) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1857/06 – provision of technical support in the agricultural sector and support for the livestock sector, for the following; 

· The updating and enhancement of the central ICBF cattle breeding database and associated software systems to ensure that the most up-to-date testing systems are available.

· Research, review and enhancement of the genetic evaluation systems operated by ICBF during 2009-13 

The work must be pre-approved.

Beneficiaries of Programme

No aid will be paid to producers, however, producers will benefit by way of subsidised services, which are accessible to all producers, irrespective of affiliation to producer organizations or other structures. 
How to Avail of  Support

Producers seeking more information on how to avail of these services and consultants who wish to obtain  information in relation to the provision of technical expertise should contact Dr. Brian Wickham, ICBF, Shinagh, Bandon, Co. Cork    bwickham@icbf.com   

The terms and conditions are available at: http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/NDP_State_Aid/CattleInfra2009-13TC.doc
The index to the documents for the above program is at: http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/index.jsp?file=schemes/NDP_State_Aid/index.xml
