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ICBF Beef & Dairy Progeny Test Programme 2007

SCHEDULE OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

Re: Irish Cattle Breeding Federation Society Limited (ICBF)
1. Grant aid will be paid only in respect of eligible costs (i.e. costs which can be shown to be directly related to the ICBF Beef & Dairy Progeny Test Programme 2007 in accordance with the proposal submitted to the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (the Department) in March 2007). 

2. Payment will be made by the Department subject to EU & National rules and guidelines, including public financial guidelines and procedures.  

3. Costs, notional or otherwise, associated with services provided, or work completed by officers of the Department, or costs relating to staff employed on a regular and on-going basis by ICBF itself will not be regarded as eligible costs. 

4. Aid will not be paid in respect of work undertaken or expenditure incurred prior to the Department’s approval in principle being given. 

5. VAT charges will not form part of the eligible costs unless they are non-recoupable.

6. Evidence of up-to-date Tax Clearance Certificates must be provided in respect of ICBF and all contractors and sub-contractors involved in the supply of equipment and or services for this project.

7. A maximum aid rate of 70% of the eligible costs for this project will apply. No other application for aid may be sought from the Department or from any other State Agency in respect of any of the costs submitted under this scheme.

8. This scheme provides for grant aid to a maximum of €0.8m to be made available to ICBF for the 2007 Programme only, payable over the period 2007-2010, on the basis of the project proposal in March 2007, submitted by ICBF to the Department. If the volumes anticipated in the project proposal are not achieved then the Department’s contribution will be reduced on a pro-rata basis by reference to the variable costs. Funding will be provided in respect of matured liabilities and must be drawn down by the end of 2010. 

9. The Department will not be responsible for any shortfalls in any of the other funding sources for this project.

10. Participation in the Programme will not be confined to organisations which are members of ICBF. 

11. The results from this Programme must be published, in a format approved by the Department, on the ICBF website and in other appropriate media with at least national distribution. The results of the research must be made available on request to all those interested in the sector on an equal basis in terms of both cost and time.

12. Claims for draw down of NDP funds must be submitted by ICBF in a manner acceptable to the Department and be accompanied by:

i) Copy of invoices and receipts (originals) or accounting document of equivalent probative value confirming payments made in connection with the scheme (all receipts should state the amount paid in addition to the Invoice reference number).

ii) confirmation from the Chief Executive of ICBF that the claim is in order; (the certification must be signed and dated, clearly identifying that the claim is being made under this project) and

iii) any other details and/or documentation or additional material requested by the Department in support of the claim. 

12. Detailed specifications and requirements for any equipment funded under this project should also be furnished.  The Department may request the submission of additional material or documentation to substantiate the claim, including details of tendering arrangements, where applicable.

13. ICBF will be required to demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Department, it’s on-going progress on the project.

14. ICBF will be required to formally acknowledge receipt of payments of NDP funds in its annual report and other publications.   The contribution of the NDP will be acknowledged in all advertisements, publicity and forms and will include the use of the relevant logo.

15. Payment of NDP funds will be subject to inspection checks or audit, from time to time, by officials of the Department, Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General, the EU Commission or the EU Court of Auditors and in this connection ICBF will be required to:

i) provide copy of annual accounts and any necessary supplementary information or facilities to allow on-site access to and examination of all relevant installations and records;

ii) maintain and make available to such officers on request, originals of records relating to claims and any further supporting documentation/files required to verify validity and accuracy of those records; and

iii) ensure that expenditure incurred which formed the basis of claims and the payment to ICBF of NDP funds are easily identifiable in the ICBF accounting system. ICBF must ensure that there is a clear audit trail from claims to source documents, to item supplied and that the purpose of all procurements can be clearly established.

16. If it is found that any portion of the NDP funding has not been used for the purpose for which it was intended, or that an irregularity in relation to the funding has occurred, ICBF must, upon request, immediately re-imburse the amount involved to the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
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