RURAL DEVELOPMENT NATIONAL STRATEGY PLAN 

AND PROGRAMME 2007– 2013

This section contains

· Ireland’s Rural Development National Strategy Plan 2007 - 2013. 

This overview document sets out the overall priorities and the means to address them.

· Ireland’s Rural Development Programme 2007 - 2013.

This details the measures to deliver on the priorities set out in the strategy.

· The independent Ex-Ante Evaluation on the draft programme.

· The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) report on the draft programme.

· Links to other relevant sites.

Background Note:

In line with the EU’s rural development framework and in consultation with stakeholders, a rural development strategy and programme for the 2007-2013 period were drafted jointly with the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and sent to the EU Commission in late 2006. The strategy is an overview document while the programme sets out the detailed measures.

Following on from the EU Commission’s inter-services consultation on the programme an amended draft RDP was last forwarded to the Commission in July 2007. At the EU Rural Development Committee meeting on 24 July 2007 it unanimously approved the programme.

The overall package totals €5.78bn in public expenditure of which €2.33bn will be met from the European Agriculture Fund for Rural Development and the balance from the national exchequer.  The programme is in line with the 2015 AgriVision Action Plan and takes account of the outcome of the partnership talks.

The measures in the Programme address three priorities - competitiveness, the environment and the wider rural economy.  The main agri-food measures are REPS 4 / Natura (€2.98bn), Disadvantaged Areas (€1.8bn), Early Retirement (€418m), Installation Aid (€63m) and Farm Investment (€85m).  Overall these Schemes account for 93% of the Programmes total public expenditure of €5.78bn.

The Programme will provide increased support for restructuring through improved rates under the early retirement and installation aid schemes. Considerable support will also be provided in the areas of capital investment, training and advice. There will be a 17% increase in REPS payments and payments under the Disadvantaged Areas scheme will increase by 8%.

Over €425m will be provided over the next seven years to support improvements to the quality of life in rural areas and the diversification and development of the rural economy. Of the total, €234m will come from the European Union and the remainder from the Exchequer. The Programme will be delivered by the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs through a network of Local Action Groups. The Programme will play a key and vital role in ensuring that the aims of the Government in relation to rural development are rolled out and achieved over the next seven years. Significant progress in envisaged in developing the wider rural economy over the period of the programme, particularly in the areas of rural/agri-tourism, the continued development of the small food producer sector and the implementation of the Countryside Recreation Strategy.

For further information contact:

CAP Rural Development Division
Agriculture House
Floor 4 Centre
Kildare Street
Dublin 2
Phone: 00-353-1- 6072383

Fax: 00-353-1- 6072427
WEB: www.agriculture.gov.ie
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